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erican Farm

 B
ureau Foundation for A

griculture
® has provided these books for your review

. Please take the tim
e to review

 the books 
provided and create for yourself a list of books for purchase. T

hese books m
ay then be subm

itted to your school or librarian to recom
m

end for 
purchase to im

prove the books available to your students that provide accurate inform
ation about agriculture. T

hese books are not perfect but 
do a reasonably good job of portraying agriculture as a m

odern industry. Y
ou w

ill need to order these books directly through a supplier. T
hey 

can be ordered through one of several book com
panies. A

s of this date all the books listed are in print.  
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A
m
erican F

arm
 B
ureau F

oundation for A
griculture

® 
R
ecom

m
ended R

eading L
ist of 276 books 

 
T
he foundation recom

m
ends these books for the agricultural literacy efforts being 

conducted across the country. T
hese books are not for sale through the foundation. T

hey 
m
ust be ordered through norm

al distribution channels.  B
ooks being used w

ith our form
al 

A
ccurate A

g B
ooks program

 and B
ook of the Y

ear are identified. B
ulk orders w

ill be taken 
tw
ice a year through F

arm
 B
ureau

® and A
g in the C

lassroom
 netw

orks (B
ook of the Y

ear 
and P

reK
-K
 selected books only) for statew

ide distribution.  P
lease contact those 

representatives (A
g in the C

lassroom
, W

om
en’s L

eadership C
om
m
ittee or Y

oung F
arm

er 
and R

ancher C
om
m
ittee), in your state to determ

ine w
hether your state is participating in 

that ordering process.  
   

A
nim

als &
 F
oods from

 A
nim

als 
A
quaculture 

 F
ishing by A

nn L
ove, Jane D

rake and Pat C
upples  

 
 

      B
est for ages 6-11 

Price: $5.95 
ISB

N
13: 978-1-5533-7422-0 

 T
he title of this book is m

isleading because it is about m
uch m

ore than just fishing.  It addresses 
fish farm

ing, research, fish hatcheries, fish stocking of stream
s and lakes, m

ethods developed to 
enable fish to m

ove around hydro-electric dam
s, and the use of fish as food, fertilizer and feed. 

 E
ggs and P

oultry 
 C
hickens H

ave C
hicks by L

ynn M
. Stone  

 
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 3 - 7 

ISB
N

: 0-7565-000-1 
 H

ow
 does a chick get out of the egg? T

his and m
any other chicken-related questions are 

answ
ered by this book. E

ach chapter title asks a question, and the text attem
pts to answ

er that 
question. W

hile the book does focus on free-range chickens, the text also discusses eggs being 
hatched in incubators and chicks needing heat lam

ps in lieu of their m
other’s feathers. T

he text is 
accom

panied by w
onderful photography and a section of fun facts. T

his book contributes to a 
great learning experience.  
 C
hicks and C

hickens by G
ail G

ibbons 
 

 
 

 
B

est for ages 4-8 
Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-8234-1939-8 

 A
s alw

ays, the author has done an adm
irable job of describing chickens: breeds, life cycle, 

origins, anatom
y, behavior, egg structure, hatching and egg production. W

hile she does depict 
large farm

s in an accurate w
ay, the m

ajority of the illustrations depict sm
all free-range birds and 

behavior. She does not prom
ote one structure over the other, how

ever. T
he illustrations are a 

m
ixed bag. Som

e are very accurate, others poor. T
he first page of the book is an exam

ple of poor 
illustrations. T

he hen looks like her back is hunched and the head of the chicken in the forefront 
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looks like it is in pain. A
lso illustrations of people are poor. T

he strengths of the book outw
eigh 

these w
eaknesses,  but they should be addressed as the book is used. 

 F
ace-to-F

ace W
ith T

he C
hicken by C

hristian H
arvard  

 
 

        B
est for ages 7-9 

Price: $9.95 
ISB

N
: 1-5709-1455-9 

 W
hile this book alm

ost exclusively depicts chickens in a free-range setting, it does so 
realistically and that is w

hy w
e are recom

m
ending it. It discusses pecking order although it 

avoids the m
ost unpleasant aspects of that behavior. It includes the need to have a rooster to have 

fertile eggs that w
ill hatch but does not m

ention that m
ost eggs are not fertile and a rooster is not 

needed to produce eggs. It depicts an em
bryo developing inside the egg and a chick hatching. 

W
hat is m

ost appreciated about this book is that it does not shy aw
ay from

 discussing predators 
and depicts both a fox and w

easel in photographs and text. It also discusses rats, cats and dogs as 
serious predators. A

lm
ost no other book on free-range chickens includes this inform

ation or if 
any inform

ation is included, the im
pact and problem

s are dow
nplayed. If this book is used, the 

incorrect inform
ation about battery-raised chickens needs to be corrected. N

either the photo nor 
description is accurate. T

hese chickens are not force fed. T
hey are provided free access to food 

and w
ater and eat and drink as they choose.   

 F
arm

 A
nim

als - T
urkeys  by H

olly E
nders   

 
 

 
       B

est for A
ges 5-7 

Price: $19.99 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-5311-4722-1  

 T
his early reader book provides very basic inform

ation about turkeys. T
his is one of the few

 
books in the farm

 anim
al series that w

e are recom
m

ending. W
hy? B

ecause this is a topic not 
com

m
only found. T

he text consists of only one or tw
o sentences per page in large type but w

hat 
it contains is largely accurate. W

hile there is not m
uch content there is also no negative content. 

T
he book ends w

ith a glossary, additional resources and W
eb sites. 

 F
rom

 E
gg to C

hicken by R
obin N

elson 
 

 
 

 
       B

est for ages 4-8 
Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
: 0-8225-4662-0 

 T
his is one in a series of books depicting the various plant and anim

al sources of food and fibers. 
A

s an early reader book, the content is m
inim

al but fairly accurate.  E
ach page has one to five 

sentences.  T
he m

ajor flaw
 in the book is that all of the im

ages are of free-range chickens and old 
fashioned m

ethods of egg hatching and chick rearing.  T
he book ends w

ith a glossary. 
 W
hat’s for L

unch, E
ggs by C

laire L
lew

ellyn 
 

 
 

       B
est for A

ges 6-8 
Price: $18.80 
ISB

N
: 0-516-21547-7 

 U
nlike m

ost other books that describe the chicken and egg relationship, this book does not avoid 
the im

age of poultry in cages. It also depicts free-range chickens and hens sitting on a nest. T
he 

book ends w
ith an excellent glossary and foods m

ade w
ith, or from

, eggs. 
 W
here D

o C
hicks C

om
e F
rom

? B
y A

m
y E

. Sklansky  
 

 
      B

est for ages 4 - 7 
Price: $15.99 
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ISB
N

: 0-06-028892-2 
 T

he excellent illustrations of the egg-laying anatom
y of the hen, structure of the egg, and em

bryo 
to chick developm

ent process and hatching process qualify this book for recom
m

endation. T
he 

one short-com
ing of this book is that it only depicts chickens in a free-range setting and hatching 

eggs on a nest. E
ducators in the process of incubating eggs can discuss that issue w

hen they read 
this book. T

his book receives high m
arks in discussing w

hich eggs are fertile, w
hy and w

hich 
eggs are not. It actually contains a page explaining that the eggs children eat for breakfast are not 
fertile.  
 G
eneral F

arm
 A
nim

als  
 A
ccurate A

g B
ooks P

rogram
 B
ook 2009 

B
usy B

arnyard by John Schindel 
 

 
 

 
 

B
est for ages 1 ½

 -3 
Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
13:978-1-58246-168-7 

 W
hile this book m

ainly depicts farm
 anim

als in a free-range, diversified farm
 m

anner, its 
rhym

ing text w
ill captivate young children and begins the process of connecting non-farm

ers to 
farm

ers in a very pleasant w
ay. 

 F
arm

 A
nim

als  by Jennifer B
lizin G

illis  
 

 
 

 
       B

est for A
ges 4-7 

Price: $19.93 
ISB

N
: 0-7565-0670-0 

 T
his book is one of the better books in the series.  It actually provides a better photographic 

portrayal of the anim
als it also describes them

 better than other books in the series of specific 
anim

als. For exam
ple, the book in the series on pigs only depicts free-range hogs. T

he photo in 
this book depicts m

arket hogs in group confinem
ent. T

he anim
als look healthy and contented. 

T
he other book w

ould have benefited im
m

easurably by including this photo. T
hat does not m

ean 
that this book is perfect. It m

isses the opportunity to address the fact that cow
s only give m

ilk 
after having a calf by stating that dairy cow

s start giving m
ilk w

hen they are tw
o. If one did not 

know
 better, one w

ould believe that on the heifer’s second birthday she instantly becom
es a cow

 
and begins giving m

ilk. A
nother photo depicts a hen sitting on a nest of hay w

hile the text 
describes hens in cages w

ith conveyors collecting eggs. T
hose points are m

inor flaw
s in an 

otherw
ise acceptable book. T

he book ends w
ith a short vocabulary list and a few

 trivia questions. 
 F
eels R

eal O
n the F

arm
  

 
 

 
 

    B
est for toddlers and pre-schoolers 

Price: $4.95 
ISB

N
: 0-7641-5856-2 

 W
ith stunning photographs, sim

ple w
ords and five different textures for little hands to touch and 

feel, the farm
 anim

als in this delightful book com
e to life! T

his book is a m
ust for tactile 

exploration and vocabulary building by non-readers. 
 L
ittle Star…

R
aising our F

irst C
alf  

by T
w

ins R
ianna and Sheridan C

haney (edited by 
R

ebecca L
ong C

haney) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
      

B
est for ages 5-7 

ISB
N

13: 978-0-9818-4680-4 
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 W
hile it is not realistic to believe that these young tw

ins w
rote the book it is obvious that they 

are fam
iliar w

ith the beef cattle pictured in it and that they are com
fortable as farm

 kids.  T
he 

colorful photographs help tell the story of life of a cattle farm
 and how

 young cattle are raised.  
Several pictures are inadvisable as recom

m
ended activities for children this young.  Y

ou m
ay 

w
ish to caution listeners or readers of the book to that fact.   

 G
razing 

 A
m
azing G

razing by C
ris Peterson   

 
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 7-11 

Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
: 1-5639-7942-X

 
 T

his author, w
ell know

 to the agricultural com
m

unity, has produced another outstanding book.  
T

he book’s m
ain focus is on rangeland grazing but the book does have inform

ation of value to 
readers anyw

here in the country. U
sing the stories of three M

ontana ranchers, C
ris describes the 

love ranchers have for their land, efforts to preserve and enhance the environm
ent and raise a 

healthy food source for A
m

erica’s consum
ers. She depicts that their efforts care for their cattle 

and enhance the w
ildlife habitat on their ranches. 

 H
orses 

 C
aring for Y

our H
orse by E

rin M
onahan 

 
 

 
 

   B
est for ages 6-10 

Price:  
ISB

N
13: 978-1-4296-1256-2 

 W
hile m

ost books targeting this age level sim
ply entice children to love horses, this one also 

provides practical instruction about the care having a horse requires.  T
he book covers w

here 
horses need to live, supplies needed for horses, veterinary care, brushing and groom

ing, stall 
cleaning, hoof cleaning, hoof trim

m
ing, and horse behavior. T

he book ends w
ith a glossary and 

Internet sites.    
 F
rom

 H
orse to F

oal by R
obin N

elson 
 

 
 

 
      B

est for ages 4-8 
Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
: 0-8225-0941-5 

 T
his is one in a series of books depicting the various plant and anim

al source of food and fibers. 
A

s an early reader book, the content is m
inim

al but fairly accurate.  E
ach page has one to five 

sentences.  T
he book strength is that it contains excellent photographs including several of a 

new
born foal.  T

he book ends w
ith a glossary. 

 H
orses by G

ail G
ibbons 

 
 

 
 

 
 

     B
est for ages 4-8 

Price: $6.95 (paperback) 
ISB

N
: 0-8234-1875-8 

 A
s w

ith all of G
ail G

ibbon’s books she has done a thorough job in describing all aspects of 
horses and horse care.  U

nlike m
ost of her books this one has problem

s. T
he first problem

 
appears on the page describing gaits.  T

he illustration depicting the gallop show
s all four feet off 
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the ground and at least one foot should alw
ays be in contact w

ith the earth.  T
he second is in 

describing the horse’s eyesight.  T
he description m

akes it sound as though the horse can look 
behind itself and the description of the eye size should state “relative to body size.”  T

he third 
deals w

ith the pronunciation of breed nam
es.  T

he other benefits outw
eigh these concerns but 

they should be addressed w
hen using this book.  

 H
orses H

ave F
oals by L

ynn M
. Stone  

 
 

 
 

       B
est for A

ges 4-7 
Price: $19.93 
ISB

N
: 0-7565-0002-8 

 T
he excellent photos of young foals enhance this book and bring a sm

ile to any anim
al-lover’s 

face. T
he high-quality text includes accurate term

inology and explanations. T
he book even 

explains that gray horses begin life dark and gradually turn gray. It enhances that explanation 
w

ith several photos as exam
ples. It also depicts foals in a w

ide array of ages instead of just 
new

borns as m
ost books do. 

 T
he H

orse: F
aster than the W

ind by V
alerie T

racqui  
 

 
     B

est for A
ges 7-10 

Price: $9.95 
ISB

N
: 1-57091-450-8 

 W
hile this book focuses on w

ild horses, it provides m
any facts about horse characteristics and 

behaviors that are valuable. E
xcellent photos of w

ild horses, including a m
are giving birth and 

stallions fighting, enhance the book. T
he book ends w

ith a section on w
ild horse issues. W

hile 
this section of the book is very lim

ited, it w
ould provide the opportunity to begin a dialog about 

dam
age w

ild horses can do to fragile environm
ents and com

petition w
ith native species. 

 M
y F
irst H

orse by L
inda B

ozzo 
 

 
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 6-8 

Price: $22.60 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7660-2753-4 

 D
eveloped in conjunction w

ith the A
m

erican H
um

ane A
ssociation (not to be confused w

ith the 
T

he H
um

ane Society of the U
nited States [H

SU
S]), this is an excellent book for young horse 

lovers.  T
he text directs students w

ith the proper care, feeding and housing of a horse.  A
ny child 

w
orking to convince his/her parents to buy a horse needs to read this book to understand that 

ow
ning a horse requires a great deal of w

ork and should not be undertaken lightly. 
 

 
H
orses and P

onies by A
nne M

ilbourne  
 

 
 

 
       B

est for ages 6-8 
Price: $4.99 
ISB

N
: 9-978079451397-9 

 T
his 32-page book provides a w

ealth of inform
ation about horses and ponies physically and 

behaviorally. T
he book’s accurate text is accom

panied by both photographs and illustrations to 
depict specific topics and traits.  T

his is an excellent text for young readers w
ith an interest in 

horses.  T
he book concludes w

ith an excellent, if brief, glossary and directions to the publisher’s 
w

eb site for additional inform
ation on four separate topics. 

 T
he P

ebble F
irst G

uide to H
orses by Z

achary Pitts 
 

 
      B

est for ages 7-14 
ISB

N
13: 978-1-4296-1708-6 
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T
his is not a story book about horses; it is a horse encyclopedia by breed. T

hirteen breeds of 
horses com

m
only found in the U

nited States are identified in a photograph and then inform
ation 

is provided about height, w
eight, colors, origin, uses, and facts.  T

he book ends w
ith a glossary 

and W
eb site recom

m
endations.    

 P
et’s P

oint of V
iew

, H
orse Sense by B

eth G
ruber   

 
 

      B
est for ages 7-13 

Price: $22.60 
ISB

N
: 0-7565-0702-2 

 A
s w

ith the other books in this series, this text provides an excellent overview
 of the horse, its 

evolution, relatives, anatom
y, gaits, care, equipm

ent and history.  T
he book includes fun facts, 

record breakers, a tim
eline, and superstars. It ends w

ith an excellent glossary and resources.  
 M
ilk, D

airy C
attle, and D

airy P
roducts  

  C
heese P

rim
er by Steven Jenkins  

 
 

 
 

       B
est for ages 14 – A

dult  
Price: $16.95   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
&

 T
eacher R

eference 
ISB

N
: 0-89480-762-5 

 T
his detailed book provides a w

ealth of inform
ation about cheeses of all shapes, sizes, flavors, 

and origins. From
 a description of how

 cheese is m
ade to classifications and consum

ption, all the 
basics are covered. C

ountry by country, region by region, cheese by cheese, this com
plex topic is 

exam
ined, dissected and savored. T

he book includes both dom
estic and E

uropean cheeses. E
ven 

farm
 sources are identified. If you w

ant to understand cheese, this is the book for you. 
 C
larabelle by C

ris Peterson 
 

 
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 4-7 
Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
13: 978-1-59078-310-8 

 T
his m

ost recent book by C
ris Peterson is, as alw

ays, an accurate depiction of agriculture.  
C

larabelle represents the average dairy cow
 in a m

odern dairy operation.  T
he im

ages depict a 
free stall cattle operation, a m

odern m
ilking parlor, bulk tanks holding m

ilk and the total feeding 
operation.  Separate im

ages identify the various com
ponents of her com

plete dairy ration.  T
his 

book w
ould be a great addition to help dispel the m

yth of the horrors of the ‘factory farm
’ by the 

accurate portrayal of a clean m
odern dairy operation. A

 new
 addition to the author’s series, this 

book contains a glossary. 
 C
ow

 by Jules O
lder  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 5-8 
Price: $7.95 
ISB

N
: 0-88106-956-6 

 T
his is a book about cow

s w
ith colorful artw

ork and cool cow
 facts. E

ver w
onder w

hy ice cream
 

sundae isn’t called ice cream
 T

hursday? H
aving trouble telling a Jersey from

 a H
olstein? A

re 
you confused about the difference betw

een a cow
 and a bull? T

his book has the answ
ers and 

m
uch, m

uch m
ore. It is a lively and fun com

pilation of facts and im
ages.   

 C
ow
s H
ave C

alves by L
ynn M

. Stone  
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 4-7 
Price: $19.93 
ISB

N
: 0-7565-0001-X
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T
his book (part of the “A

nim
als and T

heir Y
oung” series) discusses the basics of how

 dairy 
calves arrive, w

hat new
born calves do, w

hat they look like and w
hat happens as they grow

 older. 
T

he real-life photographs help to sim
plify com

plex concepts and m
ake this book a great read for 

parents and children. K
ey term

inology and concepts m
ake this book acceptable despite a photo 

of free-range chickens running w
ith calves. 

 E
xtra C

heese, P
lease by C

ris Peterson  
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 6-9 
Price: $15.95 
ISB

N
: 1-56397-177-1 

 C
ris Peterson’s first book tells the story of her ow

n farm
 and the journey of m

ilk from
 cow

 to 
m

ozzarella cheese on a pizza. It begins w
ith the birth of a calf and acknow

ledgem
ent that a cow

 
m

ust have a calf before she can give m
ilk. T

he book details cattle feed (silage and grain), show
s 

the herd being m
ilked in a pipeline system

, m
ilk pick up and sam

pling, the cheese m
aking 

process, and concludes w
ith a recipe for cheese pizza. T

he book includes a glossary and list of 
books for further reading. 
 F
rom

 C
ow
 to Ice C

ream
 by B

ertram
 T

. K
night  

 
 

 
       B

est for ages 5 -7 
Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-26066-9 

 From
 cow

 to consum
ption, this w

ell photographed book tells the story of ice cream
. It depicts the 

total process from
 m

ilking cow
s to finished ice cream

 products. It includes m
ilking cow

s in a 
m

ilking parlor, m
ountains of raw

 sugar in a w
arehouse and the refining process, natural flavor 

additives, processing m
ilk into ice cream

, m
aking ice cream

 sandw
iches, the freezing process, 

and retailing. It even has a page dedicated to quality control. T
he book ends w

ith the happy faces 
of children consum

ing ice cream
 and six types of ice cream

 novelties.   
 F
rom

 G
rass to G

lass by Stacy T
aus-B

olstad 
 

  
 

B
est for ages 7-10 

ISB
N

13: 978-0-8225-4661-0 
 

A
s w

ith the other books in this series, this is an excellent book. A
s an early reader book, the 

content is short but fairly accurate. E
ach page has three to five sentences. It does a very com

plete 
depiction from

 cow
 to m

ilking and processing. A
ll of the im

ages are of m
odern farm

 equipm
ent 

and m
odern processing operations. T

he photos in this book greatly enhance the text. T
he book 

ends w
ith a short glossary. 

 F
rom

 M
ilk to C

heese by R
oberta B

asel 
 

  
 

 
    B

est for ages 7-10 
Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-4285-3 

 
T

his is a great book in an excellent series of books depicting the various plant and anim
al 

sources of food and fibers. A
s an early reader book, the content is short but fairly accurate. E

ach 
page has three to five sentences. It does a very com

plete depiction from
 cow

 to cheese to 
consum

er. A
ll of the im

ages are of m
odern farm

 equipm
ent and m

odern processing operations. 
T

he photos in this book greatly enhance the text. T
he book ends w

ith a page on the largest 
cheddar cheese ever m

ade, a glossary, recipe, and recom
m

ended Internet sites. 
 F
rom

 M
ilk to C

heese by Shannon Z
em

licka 
 

  
 

        B
est for ages 7-9 
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ISB
N

13: 978-0-8225-1387-2 
 

A
s w

ith the other books in this series, this is an excellent book. A
s an early reader book, the 

content is short but fairly accurate. E
ach page has three to five sentences. It does a very com

plete 
depiction from

 cow
 to m

ilking and processing into cheese. A
ll of the im

ages are of m
odern farm

 
equipm

ent and m
odern processing operations. T

he photos in this book greatly enhance the text. 
T

he book ends w
ith a short glossary. 

 F
rom

 M
ilk to Ice C

ream
 by R

oberta B
asel  

  
 

 
    B

est for ages 7-10 
Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-4285-3 

 
A

s w
ith the previous book, this is a great book in an excellent series of books depicting the 

various plant and anim
al sources of food and fibers. A

s an early reader book, the content is short 
but fairly accurate. E

ach page has three to five sentences. It does a very com
plete depiction from

 
cow

 to ice cream
 to consum

er. A
ll of the im

ages are of m
odern farm

 equipm
ent and m

odern 
processing operations. T

he photos in this book greatly enhance the text. T
he book ends w

ith a 
page on G

eorge W
ashington’s love of ice cream

, a glossary, recipe, and recom
m

ended Internet 
sites. 
 H
ooray for D

airy F
arm

ing! by B
obbie K

alm
an  

 
 

 
      B

est for ages 7-12 
Price: $7.95 
ISB

N
: 0-86505-664-1 

 
 

T
his book provides a nice overview

 of dairy cow
s and dairy farm

s.  It depicts four of the five 
m

ajor breeds w
ithout specifying their nam

es.  W
hile som

e of the im
ages are no longer m

odern 
for the m

ost part this book does a nice job of depicting dairy accurately.  T
hey use a very nice 

selection of photographs to enhance the text.  T
he text provides inform

ation about pasteurization, 
various barn structures, m

ilking, cheese m
aking, hoof trim

m
ing and calving. T

he book concludes 
w

ith a short glossary and recipe for m
aking banana m

ilkshakes.     
 L
et’s F

ind O
ut A

bout Ice C
ream

 by M
ary E

beltoff R
eid   

 
        B

est for ages 5-8 
Price: $4.95 
ISB

N
: 0-590-73800-3 

 C
hildren w

ant to know
 how

 ice cream
 is m

ade. T
hey m

ay ask how
 you get the nuts in it, or how

 
it gets to the store w

ithout m
elting am

ong m
any other questions. T

his book takes you on a field 
trip to an ice cream

 factory w
ith real photographs and sim

ple language. 
 M
ilk C

om
es from

 a C
ow
? by D

an Y
unk  

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 3-7 

Price: $8.00 
ISB

N
: 978-9797653-0-8  

 Follow
 urbanite K

ailey as she discovers w
here m

ilk com
es from

 and how
 it arrives in her hom

e.  
W

hile K
ailey’s grandparents don’t com

e from
 a farm

, they know
 farm

ers and understand this 
part of agriculture. T

hey lead K
ailey on a visit to a dairy farm

 and show
 her that m

ilk does not 
com

e from
 the grocery store. T

he book accurately depicts cow
s feeding in a free stall operation. 

T
hey also answ

er the question, “D
oes chocolate m

ilk com
e from

 a brow
n cow

?” U
nfortunately, 

the brow
n cow

s depicted w
ith this revelation appear to be beef cow

s rather than B
row

n Sw
iss, 
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Jerseys, A
yrshires, or G

uernseys (all brow
n or brow

nish dairy breeds). Produced by, and 
available from

, the K
ansas Farm

 B
ureau, a lesson plan w

ill be developed to accom
pany this 

book.   
 T
he M

ilk M
akers  by G

ail G
ibbons   

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 6-9 

Price: $6.99 
ISB

N
: 0-689-71116-6 

 A
s w

ith all of G
ail G

ibbons’ books, she depicts agriculture accurately in the text. T
his is one of 

her w
eaker books from

 an illustration standpoint. T
he book describes the five com

m
on breeds of 

dairy cattle, other anim
als that give m

ilk hum
ans consum

e, feeds cattle eat, the digestion process, 
the m

ilking process, how
 m

ilking m
achines w

ork, quality control, the basics of m
ilk 

transportation and processing, pasteurization, hom
ogenization, retailing and consum

ption.  T
he 

book ends w
ith an illustrated glossary of term

s and dairy products.   
 O
ut and A

bout at the D
airy F

arm
 by A

ndy M
urphy  

 
 

      B
est for ages 5-10 

Price: $22.60 
ISB

N
: 1-4048-0041-7 

 T
his lively trip to the dairy farm

 introduces calves, heifers and m
ilkers. Full-color illustrations 

and fact-filled text take us through m
eadow

s, barns and a m
ilking parlor. E

ach book features a 
topic-related activity, an index, a vocabulary list and fascinating fun facts. A

s w
ith m

ost books 
this one does include a few

 stereotypical im
ages but the content is one of the best w

e’ve found.  
It also includes m

ulti-cultural im
ages of farm

ers and students and a fem
ale farm

er, alw
ays a plus.  

 T
hanks to C

ow
s by A

llan Fow
ler  

 
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 5-7 
Price: $4.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-04924-0 

 T
his early-reader book gives a nice overview

 of cow
s.  It uses correct term

inology and accurately 
depicts m

ilk production.  It is lim
ited in the inform

ation it provides but considering the age of the 
target audience, this is sufficient. 
 W
hat’s for L

unch, M
ilk by C

laire L
lew

ellyn  
 

 
 

   B
est for A

ges 6-8 
Price: $18.52 
ISB

N
: 0-516-2040-3 

 C
olorful, high-quality photographs com

plem
ent the text and tell m

ore than half of this story. T
he 

book accurately depicts m
odern dairy production and processing w

ith a couple of exceptions. O
n 

the pages im
m

ediately follow
ing the accurate explanation of dairy production, the photo is of a 

beef cow
 as the text explains w

hy a cow
 can give m

ilk. T
he next photo depicts cow

s feeding on 
silage in a confined area but the text states that cow

s spend m
ost of the year grazing in fields. 

T
he other im

ages of m
odern dairy production and processing are rarely if ever depicted in 

children’s books and that m
akes this a recom

m
ended addition. A

n excellent glossary w
ill help 

build vocabulary.     
  Sheep and G

oats  
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F
arm

 A
nim

als - G
oats by E

m
ily G

reen 
 

 
 

 
       B

est for A
ges 5-7 

Price: $19.99 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-531-17552-1  

 T
his early reader book provides very basic inform

ation about goats.  It identifies goats as part of 
a series about farm

 anim
als. T

his is one of the few
 books in that series that w

e are 
recom

m
ending. W

hy? B
ecause this is a topic not com

m
only found but a grow

ing segm
ent of 

agriculture for m
eat and m

ilk. T
he text consists of only one or tw

o sentences per page in large 
type but w

hat it contains is largely accurate. T
he one area for concern is that goats can clim

b 
trees easily. T

he photo show
n does depict this but they can’t clim

b trees as other anim
als can. 

T
he book ends w

ith a glossary, additional resources and W
eb sites. 

 F
arm

 A
nim

als - Sheep by E
m

ily G
reen 

 
 

 
 

       B
est for A

ges 5-7 
Price: $19.99 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-531-17555-2  

 T
his early reader book provides very basic inform

ation about sheep. It is probably the best book 
in this series about farm

 anim
als. T

his is one of the few
 books in that series that w

e are 
recom

m
ending. T

erm
inology used is correct and it show

s shearing the fleece accurately. It does 
depict finished w

ool clothing but not the process from
 sheep to clothing. T

he book ends w
ith a 

glossary, additional resources and W
eb sites. 

 H
ooray for Sheep F

arm
ing! by B

obbie K
alm

an  
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 7-12 

Price: $7.95 
ISB

N
: 0-86505-669-2 

 
 

A
s w

ith the other books in the series, this book provides a nice overview
 of sheep and w

ool 
production. It depicts the diets of sheep, the w

ork of sheep dogs, shearing, guard anim
als, sheep 

breeds and the m
easures taken to keep sheep healthy.  A

n interesting photo depicts the com
plete 

fleece shorn from
 a sheep being held by tw

o girls. T
he book concludes w

ith a short glossary and 
inform

ation about carding and spinning w
ool into yarn. T

his book is a w
ell w

ritten and 
illustrated source of inform

ation.  
 Sheep H

ave L
am
bs by L

ynn M
. Stone  

 
 

 
 

       B
est for A

ges 4-7 
Price: $19.93 
ISB

N
: 0-7565-0004-4 

 T
his is one of the better books in the series. T

he photos m
atch the text quite nicely and both are 

fairly accurate. T
his w

ould be a good early book for students to learn about sheep. T
he book 

ends w
ith a short vocabulary and few

 trivial questions. 
 Sm
all A

nim
als  

 D
og D

ays by B
eth G

ruber  
 

 
 

 
 

 
     B

est for ages 7-12 
Price: $22.60 
ISB

N
: 0-7565-0698 

 W
hile it m

ay seem
 strange to include a book about dogs in a list of agricultural books, dogs do 

have a role on farm
s and the serving hum

ans. H
aving a book that accurately portrays dogs and 
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their history serving hum
ans is also im

portant to provide students w
ith accurate inform

ation 
about anim

als. T
his book does just that. It provides inform

ation on dog roles, breeds, social 
structure, history, com

m
unications, term

inology and equipm
ent. It instructs the reader on the 

proper w
ay to interact w

ith dogs and w
hat their body language tells the observer. It also gives 

good tips on anim
al care. T

he book closes w
ith trivia and a glossary. 

 F
arm

 A
nim

als - C
ats by H

olly E
nders  

 
 

 
 

       B
est for A

ges 5-7 
Price: $19.99 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-531-14717-7  

 T
his early reader book provides very basic inform

ation about cats. It identifies cats as living on 
farm

s as part of a series about farm
 anim

als.  T
his is one of the few

 books in that series that w
e 

are recom
m

ending.  W
hy? B

ecause it depicts farm
 cats accurately as few

 books do. It has a 
photo and description of a cat chasing a large m

ouse in the dark and the next page depicts a 
different cat w

ith a sm
all m

ouse caught in its m
outh and the text reads, “T

his cat got a m
ouse!” 

T
he text consists of only one or tw

o sentences per page in large type. T
he book ends w

ith a 
glossary, additional resources and W

eb sites. 
 F
arm

 A
nim

als - D
ogs by H

olly E
nders  

 
 

 
 

       B
est for A

ges 5-7 
Price: $19.99 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-531-14717-7  

 T
his early reader book provides very basic inform

ation about dogs. It identifies dogs as w
orking 

m
em

bers of a farm
 population as part of a series about farm

 anim
als. T

he text consists of only 
one or tw

o sentences per page in large type and the content is lim
ited.  H

ow
ever the photographs 

enhance the text and depict the w
ork of dogs accurately.  T

he book ends w
ith a glossary, 

additional resources and W
eb sites. 

 F
arm

 A
nim

als - R
abbits by H

olly E
ndres   

 
 

 
       B

est for A
ges 5-7 

Price: $19.99 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-531-14721-5  

 T
his early reader book provides very basic inform

ation about rabbits.  It identifies rabbits as part 
of a series about farm

 anim
als.  T

his is one of the few
 books in that series that w

e are 
recom

m
ending.  W

hy? B
ecause this is a topic not com

m
only found but a grow

ing segm
ent of 

agriculture for m
eat and w

ool. T
he text consists of only one or tw

o sentences per page in large 
type but w

hat it contains is largely accurate. T
he one area for concern is that it indicates that 

rabbits should be let out of their cages to hop around the farm
yard for exercise.  Please share 

w
ith the students that farm

ers w
ould not do this because the rabbits w

ould run aw
ay and the 

farm
er w

ould not be able to catch them
. T

he book ends w
ith a glossary, additional resources and 

W
eb sites. 

 R
abbits H

ave B
unnies by L

ynn M
. Stone  

 
 

 
 

       B
est for A

ges 4-7 
Price: $19.93 
ISB

N
: 0-7565-0005-2 

 T
his book provides excellent inform

ation about rabbits. W
hile the text explains that this is a 

book about bunnies raised on farm
s or pet rabbits, the photos only depict rabbits and bunnies that 

are not confined. R
abbits are photographed in leaves, surrounded by plants, am

ong vegetables, 
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standing in a field of dandelions, and nestled in colorful apples. A
s w

ith another book in this 
series, the photos are less accurate than the text and if another book w

ere available this one 
w

ould probably not be recom
m

ended. H
ow

ever, the text does tell a fairly accurate story.  T
he 

book ends w
ith a short vocabulary and a few

 trivia questions. 
 Sw
ine 

 L
ife on a P

ig F
arm

 by Judy W
olfm

an 
 

 
 

 
B

est for ages 3-7 
Price: $23.93 
ISB

N
: 1-57505-236-9 

 Focused on the 4-H
 projects of tw

o girls, this book tells their story and that of their farm
.  

U
nfortunately, in that process it reinforces m

any stereotypes about hogs.  T
his is a farm

 that has 
their sow

s on pasture and is using boars for breeding rather than artificial insem
ination T

he hogs 
w

allow
 in m

ud and one photo show
s a hog half subm

erged in w
ater.  It w

ould appear as though 
the hog is in a pond and the w

allow
 is the m

uddy em
bankm

ent.  T
he text explains that hogs have 

no sw
eat glands and that this is how

 they keep cool. O
ther photographs show

 the tw
o girls riding 

their sow
s and w

heeling a shoat in a w
heel barrow

. H
ow

ever, these shortcom
ings are balanced 

by the depiction and description of their preparation, training for the show
 and fair day. T

hat 
portion of the book is exceptional.  So too are pictures of new

born piglets, clipping needle teeth, 
iron shots, ear notching and other day-to-day chores.  T

he book concludes w
ith excellent fun 

facts, references, W
eb sites, and a glossary. 

 P
ig by Jules O

lder  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 4-8 

Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
: 0-88106-109-3 

 U
sing the hum

or that readers have com
e to expect, Jules O

lder’s text explores the life of a pig. 
W

hile it does depict hogs splashing about in m
ud, it accurately explains w

hy they do so. Packed 
w

ith facts, figures, geography and science, this resource w
ould provide answ

ers to m
ost basic 

questions about sw
ine.  

 P
igs H

ave P
iglets by L

ynn M
. Stone  

 
 

 
 

     B
est for A

ges 4-7 
Price: $19.93 
ISB

N
: 0-7565-0003-6 

 T
his book opens w

ith a heart-tugging photo of tw
o piglets asleep. T

he photo is so vivid one can 
alm

ost feel how
 soft the piglets are. T

he book’s m
ajor shortcom

ing is that pigs are only depicted 
in a pasture setting (free-range). It is the w

eakest book in the series. T
he text explains m

any 
things the photos avoid and is m

ostly accurate. C
onsidering the lack of accurate books about 

sw
ine, this one m

eets the m
inim

um
 standard for recom

m
endation. If a better book w

ere 
available, this book w

ould not be included in the list. T
he book ends w

ith a short glossary and a 
few

 trivia questions. 
  

C
om
posting 

 T
he M

agic School B
us M

eets the R
ot Squad by Joanna C

ole  
 

        B
est for ages 6-8 

Price: $3.50 
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ISB
N

: 0-590-40023-1 
 T

ake a trip into a decom
posing log and explore the organism

s that help m
ake com

post. A
s w

ith 
the other books in the M

agic School B
us series, this book helps students exam

ine a potentially 
unpleasant topic w

ithout the “ick” factor.  T
his book also deals w

ith the insects and m
am

m
als 

that aid in decom
position.   

 T
he W

orm
 C
afé by B

inet Payne  
 

 
         B

est for ages 14- A
dult, 

Price: $25.95 
 

 
          and T

eacher R
eference 

ISB
N

: 0-942256-11-5 
 T

his is a com
prehensive instruction guide about w

orm
 com

posting. It explains setting up and 
properly operating a com

posting system
 from

 A
 to Z

.  T
his book’s 13 chapters contain 

inform
ation that could be used by teachers as instructional activities and as a set-up and 

operation m
anual for verm

iculture. T
he book closes w

ith a high quality reference list, student 
w

orksheets, a pre- and post-test, and bibliography. 
 W
orm

s E
at M

y G
arbage by M

ary A
ppelhof  

 
 

        B
est for ages 14- A

dult,   
Price: $12.95 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
         and T

eacher R
eference 

ISB
N

: 0-942256-10-7 
 If you are interested in a com

prehensive instruction guide about w
orm

 com
posting this is the 

book for you. It explains setting up and properly operating a com
posting system

 from
 A

 to Z
.  

T
his book’s 14 chapters ask and answ

er alm
ost any question a beginning w

orm
 com

poster could 
pose. T

he appendices contain inform
ation w

hich could be used by teachers as instructional 
activities.  T

he book closes w
ith a high-quality reference list and glossary. 

 W
orm

s E
at O

ur G
arbage by M

ary A
ppelhof  

 
 

        B
est for ages 14- A

dult,   
Price: $22.95 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
        and T

eacher R
eference 

ISB
N

: 0-942256-05-0 
 T

his resource is the follow
-up book to the previous book listed. N

ote the sim
ilar title. T

his 
teacher resource is a com

prehensive set of classroom
 activities about w

orm
 com

posting. T
he 

activities are, for the m
ost part, educationally sound although the authors could im

prove on the 
w

ritten objectives, connection to standards, and delineate evaluation com
ponents. T

his text 
should not be view

ed as the final authority on the m
any topics included. Its description of R

achel 
C

arson and her capability as a scholar and biologist w
ould be challenged by true research 

scientists. T
here are also objectionable anthropom

orphized anim
als in a few

 sections.  
 

C
ooking 

  A
ll in Just O

ne C
ookie by Susan E

. G
oodm

an  
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 6-12 

Price: $16.99 
ISB

N
: 0-06-009092-8 

 Focused around all of the ingredients that are used to m
ake chocolate chip cookies, this book 

takes the reader and listener on a w
orld-w

ide exploration. T
he trip is com

plete from
 butter 

produced by local dairy farm
s in the U

nited States to M
adagascar vanilla beans. T

he flour page 
explains how

 challenging it used to be to harvest w
heat and the m

iracle preform
ed in a couple of 

hours by a m
odern com

bine.  It also includes the m
ining inform

ation for salt and baking soda.  
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T
his is an unusual find. T

he book’s sole shortcom
ing is the anthropom

orphized anim
als w

hich 
are used to tell the story. A

s the teacher utilizes this resource, that issue can be addressed.   
 C
ook-A

-D
oodle-D

oo by Janet Stevens  
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 4-8 
Price: $17.00  
ISB

N
: 0-15-201924-3 

 In this w
ork of fiction, a rooster and his eager assistants set out to m

ake straw
berry shortcake. 

R
ooster is glad to have the help but none of the helpers know

 how
 to cook so R

ooster forges 
ahead to teach the helpers the basics of cooking and baking w

ith entertaining results. W
hile a 

book containing anthropom
orphized anim

als w
ould norm

ally not pass our scrutiny, this one 
cannot be resisted.  It provides great opportunities to build correct vocabulary and teach basic 
cooking skills.      
 K
ids C

ooking   
 

 
 

 
 

 
   B

est for ages 6-12, T
eacher 

Price: $13.95 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    and/or Parent R
eference 

ISB
N

: 0-932592-14-7 
 A

s w
ith other K

lutz Press books this book provides great inform
ation in a fun and colorful 

m
anner.  It includes great sim

ple recipes for kids to do w
ith their parents or another adult. It 

includes recipes for play dough, face paint, giant soap bubbles and Fido’s People B
iscuits 

(doggie treats). 
 M
am
a P
rovi and the P

ot of R
ice by Sylvia R

osa-C
asanova  

 
      B

est for ages 6-10   
Price: $5.99 
ISB

N
: 0-689-84249-X

 
 U

sing the pot of rice w
ith chicken, M

am
a barters w

ith her neighbors to create a bountiful m
eal. 

A
s she does so she also takes her granddaughter, L

ucy, on a m
arvelous cultural tour of the 

neighborhood. W
oven throughout the book are the Spanish nam

es for a variety of foods.   
 T
he Science C

hef by Joan D
’A

m
ico  

 
 

 
     B

est for ages 7-16 or adult  
Price: $12.95   

 
 

 
 

 
 

      use w
ith younger children 

ISB
N

: 0-471-31045-x 
 O

ne hundred fun food experim
ents and recipes are explored in a variety of topics in this 180 

page book. T
he book explores questions from

 “H
ow

 does yeast m
ake bread rise?” to “W

hat 
m

akes popcorn pop?” and “W
hy does w

hipped cream
 froth?” in a series of 20 chapters. T

he 
book also includes cooking skills, safety rules, nutrition in a nutshell, food safety and a nice 
glossary. 
 T
he U

sborne F
irst C

ookbook by A
ngela W

ilkes 
 

 
 

B
est for ages 6-12 

Price: $18.99 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
w

ith adult supervision 
ISB

N
: 9-780794-51479-2  

 T
he colorfully illustrated recipes of this book w

ill interest children in learning to cook and 
developing basic cooking skills.  T

he easy to use recipes often require little or no cooking.  T
he 

book closes w
ith handy hints, tips for preparing vegetables, basic kitchen equipm

ent and an 
excellent glossary. 
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T
he E

arth and N
ature 

 C
rinkleroot’s N

ature A
lm
anac by Jim

 A
rnosky  

 
 

 
     B

est for ages 6-11 
Price: $16.00 
ISB

N
: 0-689-80534-9 

 C
rinkleroot hikes through the traditional seasons starting w

ith spring and honeybees. A
s the book 

progresses it divulges C
rinkleroot’s observations of nature and w

ildlife. It includes picture 
puzzles and descriptions of im

portant concepts such as “habitat” and “pollinate” and som
e fun 

quizzes and nature activities that m
ake learning about the outdoors active and fun. T

he m
ysteries 

of popcorn are explored in the trip through sum
m

er. 
 I C
an R

ead A
bout Seasons by R

obyn Supraner  
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 7-11 

Price:  $4.95 
ISB

N
: 0-8167-4719-9 

 T
his colorful book explains w

hy w
e have seasons and how

 they im
pact plants and anim

als. E
ach 

season provides both text and illustration to explain w
here w

e are in the earth’s revolution 
around the sun and w

hat dates each season brings.  T
his is a great addition to help student 

understand w
hat causes each season.  

 O
ur Seasons by G

race L
in  

 
 

 
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 5-10 

Price: $15.95 
ISB

N
: 13-978-1-57091-360-0 

 E
vocative haiku poetry accom

panies season-related questions and answ
ers about w

eather, the 
natural w

orld, and the hum
an body. T

he colorful pictures enhance the text to explain w
eather 

phenom
enon and other natural phenom

enons. W
hy do leaves change color? W

hy do I tan? W
hy 

do I see m
y breath? W

hy do bees like flow
ers? R

ead this book and find the answ
ers. 

 T
he R

easons for Seasons  by G
ail G

ibbons   
 

         
 

B
est for ages 7-11 

Price: $16.89 
ISB

N
: 0-8234-1238-5  

 A
s w

ith alm
ost all of G

ail G
ibbons’ books, this one is w

ell illustrated and accurate.  T
he book is 

a w
onderful com

bination of science (the E
arth’s revolution around the sun, equinoxes, solstices, 

im
pact of the E

arth’s axis on seasons, etc.) and history.  A
ncient and m

odern practices are nicely 
tied together to describe the im

pact of the seasons on the natural and hum
an w

orld.   
 Seasons (A

 T
rue B

ook)  by Paul P. Sipiera   
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 8-10 

Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-20677-X

 
 T

his book exam
ines w

hy the seasons change.  T
he history of telling tim

e and predicating the 
seasons and its im

pact on culture (from
 ancient tim

es to today) is explored in text and pictures. 
 Sunshine M

akes the Seasons by Franklyn M
. B

ranley  
 

 
        B

est for ages 6-9 
Price: $16.89 
ISB

N
: 0-06-059204-4 – hardcover 
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 T
his book, focused com

pletely on the sun-earth relationship, is an excellent resource for 
explaining the concept of seasons. T

he text even includes an excellent, student-centered 
technique that uses a pencil and orange to depict the seasons. T

his m
akes the inform

ation real.   
   E
ntom

ology and F
oods F

rom
 Insects 

 B
ees by A

nn H
einrichs  

 
 

 
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 7-11 

Price: $7.95 
ISB

N
: 0-7565-0165-2 

 T
his book nicely sum

m
arizes details of bees. It describes the kinds of bees, bee structure, how

 
honey bees function and live in both a natural environm

ent and a m
an-m

ade one, and how
 bees 

m
ake honey and w

ax. It also explains beekeeping, w
hy bees sting, provides insight into killer 

bees, and how
 bees benefit us. T

he book includes a glossary and reference list. 
 T
he B

ee T
ree by Patricia Polacco  

 
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 5-7 
Price: $6.99 
ISB

N
: 0-698-11696-8 

 T
his w

ork of fiction w
ould be a great w

ay to introduce students to bees. It also extols the virtues 
of reading. T

he adventure of chasing the bee back to its hive (the bee tree) provides a rom
p for a 

variety of people and anim
als as they join in the chase. T

hat chase ends, of course, by gathering 
and eating the honey.   
 B
eekeepers by L

inda O
atm

an H
igh   

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 6-9 

Price: $14.95 
ISB

N
: 1-56397-486-X

 
 T

his is a beautifully crafted story about a girl, her grandfather and the passing of a legacy to be a 
beekeeper. T

he soft oil paintings and sim
ple illustrations leave the readers w

ith a w
arm

 feeling of 
shared experience betw

een grandfather and granddaughter. T
his book fosters positive feelings 

about bees and beekeeping but does not provide a great deal of inform
ation about bees.  

 B
ugs, B

ugs, B
ugs!  B

y M
ary R

eid  
 

 
 

 
 

       B
est for A

ges 4-6 
Price: $5.99 
ISB

N
: 0-590-39792-3 

 T
he best part of this early-reader book is the w

onderful, up-close photos of insect anatom
y.  E

ach 
page focuses on one term

 and concept.  U
nfortunately for the title, not all of the insects identified 

are actually bugs. T
he last tw

o pages provide inform
ation w

hich an adult m
ay read and share 

w
ith the child.   

 B
ugs for L

unch by M
argery Facklam

  
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 5-8 
Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
: 0-188106-271-5 

 T
his chipper picture book is full of recipes that m

ay not be everyone’s favorite dish. B
ugs m

ake 
tasty treats for m

any creatures, even hum
ans. In sim

ple rhym
ing verses this book offers a list of 
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critters that regularly dine on insects. It includes an illustrated glossary that expands on these 
basics, providing a plethora of fun facts. T

his book captures the w
orld w

ith realistic details and 
pictures that w

ill appeal to the “yuck factor” in every child. 
 C
reepy C

raw
lies and the Scientific M

ethod by Sally K
neidel  

      B
est for ages 10-18, 

Price: $18.95 
  and T

eacher R
eference 

ISB
N

: 1-55591-118-8 
 T

his book contains m
ore than 100 hands-on experim

ents for children that involve insects, w
orm

s 
and other creepy craw

ly things such as fungus. It provides detailed descriptions, directions, and 
ideas. T

his is a book for those w
ho w

ould like to seriously develop experim
ents. 

 C
reepy, C

raw
ly C

aterpillars by M
argery Facklam

  
 

 
      B

est for ages 7-11 
Price: $5.95 
ISB

N
: 0-316-27342-2 

 A
 com

bination of attractive and inform
ative m

aterials brings to life a m
etam

orphosis of a 
butterfly, the anatom

y and behavior of a caterpillar and dozens of other creepy, craw
ly insects. 

T
he colorful, m

agnified pictures help m
ake this book great learning m

aterial for children. 
 F
ace to F

ace W
ith T

he L
adybug by V

alerie T
racqui  

 
 

      B
est for ages 5-10 

Price: $9.95 
ISB

N
:  1-57091-453-2 

 U
seful to begin a discussion of beneficial insects, this book describes the life cycle, environm

ent 
and characteristics of the ladybug. T

he book includes bright, colorful photographs that capture 
the ladybug beetle in its natural habitat. 
 F
rom

 C
aterpillar to B

utterfly by D
eborah H

eiligm
an 

 
 

      B
est for ages 6-10 

Price: $4.95 
ISB

N
: 0-06-445129-1 

 W
ith lovely, fun illustrations this book takes the child on a journey through the life and 

m
etam

orphosis of the butterfly from
 caterpillar to butterfly as the title suggests. A

fter exploring 
that process and transform

ation it describes m
ajor butterflies students are likely to encounter and 

w
here they m

ay see each, and provides four locations across the U
nited States w

here they could 
learn m

ore about butterflies.   
 F
rom

 F
low

er to H
oney by R

obin N
elson 

 
 

 
 

B
est for ages 4-8 

Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
13: 978-0-8225-0717-8 

 
 

T
his is one in an excellent series of books depicting the various plant and anim

al sources of food 
and fibers. A

s an early reader book, the content is m
inim

al but fairly accurate.  E
ach page has 

one to five sentences. T
he excellent photographs depict a m

ixture of m
odern production and 

processing equipm
ent and practices. T

he book ends w
ith a glossary. 

 H
ooray for B

ee K
eeping! by B

obbie K
alm

an  
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 7-12 

Price: $7.95 
ISB

N
: 0-86505-668-4 
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T
his book provides a nice overview

 of honey bees and beekeeping. It depicts bee structure, 
social structure and w

ork assignm
ents, m

aking honey, pollination, hive structure, collecting 
honey, processing and using beesw

ax.  A
n interesting addition to this book is the anim

als that 
prey on honeybees.  T

he book concludes w
ith a short glossary and tw

o recipes. T
his book is a 

w
ell w

ritten and illustrated source of inform
ation.  

 T
he M

agic School B
us Inside a B

eehive by Joanna C
ole  

 
 

        B
est for ages 4-8 

Price: $5.99 
ISB

N
: 0-590-25721-8 

 O
nce again, M

s. Frizzle’s students board the m
agic school bus for a class trip, this tim

e to w
atch 

a beekeeper. O
nce the children turn into bees and the bus turns into a beehive, M

s. Frizzle leads 
them

 on an inform
ative tour and explains the com

m
unication system

s, inter-w
orkings of the 

beehive and the social structure of one of the m
ost beneficial insects. 

 T
he H

oney M
akers by G

ail G
ibbons  

 
 

 
 

     B
est for ages 7-11 

Price: $6.99 
ISB

N
: 0-688-17531-7 

 G
ail does a w

onderful job explaining how
 bees m

ake honey. T
he detail of both the text and 

illustrations provides a w
ealth of inform

ation. It explains bee social structure and roles, 
pollination, honey m

aking, beekeeping, harvesting honey, and includes a beekeeper’s diary and 
fast facts. T

his book is a great addition to any library that w
ants to include bees and honey in its 

topic list.  
 Insects by Steve Parker  

 
 

 
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 8-14 

Price: $5.99 
ISB

N
: 0-7894-2215-8 

 Insects from
 definitions to habitats, m

etam
orphosis, and anatom

y are covered in this 61-page 
book.  Insects of all sizes, shapes and functions are included. T

his is a nice book to provide an 
overview

 of insects w
ithout a student being bogged dow

n w
ith too m

uch detail. It provides 
factual inform

ation for this age group.   
 It’s a B

utterfly’s L
ife by Irene K

elly  
 

 
 

 
    B

est for ages 6-11 
Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-8234-1860-2 

 A
n am

azing am
ount of inform

ation flits on these pages just as the butterflies and m
oths do. T

he 
colorful and accurate illustrations depict a w

ide array of different butterflies and m
oths, their 

caterpillars, eggs, and even the chrysalis of som
e. T

he book discusses w
hat and how

 butterflies 
eat and behave; their life cycle, m

ating, and m
etam

orphosis; their anatom
y; the predators that 

prey on them
; and how

 they cam
ouflage them

selves as protection. Interesting inform
ation that 

w
ill really capture som

e students is a practice that butterflies engage in called puddling and the 
correct nam

e for caterpillar droppings. T
he book concludes w

ith exam
ples of plants that 

butterflies like to visit and a few
 am

azing facts.   
 N
ature’s F

riends, L
adybugs by A

nn H
einrichs  

 
 

 
      B

est for ages 6-11 
Price: $7.95 
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ISB
N

: 0-7565-0167-9 
 T

his is a very nice book about the beneficial insect ladybug beetle.  T
he text describes the 

beetle’s anatom
y, their diets, overw

intering, and predators.  It closes w
ith a very short glossary, 

trivia and additional resources to consult.  
 P
raying M

antises (A
 T
rue B

ook) by L
arry D

ane  
 

 
 

     B
est for A

ges 7-13 
Price $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-26769-8 

 T
his book about the fascinating praying m

antis is significantly enhanced by detailed photographs 
w

hich capture praying m
antises in all stages of life.  T

he photographer has captured im
ages of 

praying m
antises m

ating, laying eggs, hatching, em
erging from

 the egg case, dangling to the 
ground, stalking and consum

ing their prey, and m
olting. T

he text and photos take an am
azing 

look at the various form
s of cam

ouflage em
ployed by this insect in a variety of environm

ents. A
 

challenging glossary is included. 
 

F
arm

s and F
arm

ing 
 F
arm

 C
rops by L

ynn M
. Stone 

 
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 6-9 
Price: 22.79 
ISB

N
: 1-58952-092-0 

 T
his book provides a nice overview

 of crops produced on farm
s. T

he text is enhanced w
ith 

excellent photographs of m
odern farm

ing im
ages. W

hile the Jersey cow
 grazing clover could be 

im
proved from

 a conform
ational perspective, she could not look m

ore contented, standing knee-
deep in clover w

ith her eyes closed as she m
unches on a m

outh cram
m

ed full of clover. T
he one 

m
ajor error is a photo labeled as M

ontana hay that is clearly straw
. H

ow
ever, this is m

ore than 
m

ade up for by an im
age of dw

arf-apple trees and a picker harvesting w
ith the proper equipm

ent. 
T

he author does a nice job of depicting and explaining the regional differences in crop 
production and w

hy they occur.      
 F
arm

 P
atterns  by N

athan O
lson  

 
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 4-8 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-6732-0 

 W
hile this book does not teach a great deal about farm

ing it enhances the im
age of farm

s and 
farm

ing w
ith its beautiful photographs and explanations of the patterns and sense of order on our 

farm
s and ranches.   

 F
arm

ing  by G
ail G

ibbons  
 

 
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 4-8 
Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-8234-0682-2 

 E
ach season in this book brings to life a new

 chore or activity on the farm
. T

his book about 
farm

ing portrays not just one particular farm
 but a universal one. T

his book show
s how

 real-life 
activities and chores on a farm

 can produce crops and food, indoors or outdoors, despite the 
forces of nature that m

ay im
pact the farm

. T
his book is traditional in concept but excellent in 

som
e depictions! 
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A
ccurate A

g B
ooks P

rogram
 B
ook 2008 

F
arm

ers M
arket by C

arm
en Parks   

 
 

 
 

     B
est for ages 4-7 

Price: $11.95 
ISB

N
: 0-15-204881-2 

 R
ise and shine, it is m

arket day! T
his book w

as developed w
ith fresh vegetables and fruits in 

m
ind! T

he story recounts a fam
ily trip to the farm

er’s m
arket through the eyes of a sm

all girl. 
T

he setting is southw
estern as is the scenery.  

 L
iving on F

arm
s by A

llan Fow
ler  

 
 

 
 

 
     B

est for ages 5-7 
Price: $4.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-21564-7 

 T
his short, early-reader book gives a brief overview

 of farm
s and farm

ing. It is a bit sim
plistic 

but as an early-reader book one cannot expect too m
uch. For the m

ost part, it depicts im
ages and 

texts of m
odern farm

s after the introduction. 
 T
his F

arm
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 4-7 

Price: $15.93 
ISB

N
: 0-7368-5986-1 

 Spanish/E
nglish E

dition 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-6022-2 

 T
his is an early-reader book w

ith short question/and or statem
ent sentences. T

he questions are 
not answ

ered in text but the students can find the answ
ers in the accom

panying photograph.  
W

hile the content is m
inim

al this w
ould be a very good book for a teacher to use to begin to 

teach reading for content and developing observation skills and question answ
ering for the 

earliest learners. It could also be used as an interactive reading activity betw
een parent and 

young child to develop their observation skills and have a participatory reading experience for 
the child. T

he Spanish/ E
nglish edition has the sentence in both Spanish and E

nglish on each 
page. T

his is m
ost useful for helping Spanish-speaking children to learn E

nglish.  
 U
nusual F

arm
s  by B

renda H
augen   

 
 

 
 

     B
est for ages 6- 8 

Price: $19.93 
ISB

N
: 0-7565-0668-9 

 T
his delightful book exam

ines farm
 production that m

any do not connect as a type of farm
ing. It 

provides high quality photos and brief explanations for ostrich, bison, llam
a, fish, silk, trees, and 

bam
boo farm

s. U
nfortunately, it takes one step too far and includes w

ind farm
s. W

hile w
ind 

turbines m
ay be an increasingly visible com

ponent in the rural landscape they really are not 
“farm

ed.” T
he book closes w

ith trivia and a short glossary.     
 

F
ertilizers 

 T
he W

orld’s G
reatest F

ix: A
 H
istory of N

itrogen and A
griculture   by G

. J. Leigh 
Price: $14.95 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
       B

est for ages 15 – adult 
ISB

N
-10: 0-195-16582-9  

 
 

 
 

 
 

and teacher reference 
ISB

N
-13: 978-0195165821  
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 T
his is a book that w

ould serve m
any audiences in a high school library - social studies, science 

and environm
ental studies forem

ost. W
hile this m

ay not seem
 like a title of any great interest, 

any person truly interested in the future of hum
ans, population and the environm

ent, this book is 
a m

ust. O
ne cannot fully com

prehend the challenges facing agriculture unless they understand 
the requirem

ents of producing food. T
his book explores early civilizations through today’s 

m
odern capability and explains w

hy w
e are now

 capable of feeding so m
any people. T

he book 
contains segm

ents on the agriculture of E
gyptian, M

ayan, A
ztec, C

hinese, R
om

an, and E
nglish 

civilizations and their quest to escape fam
ine by producing adequate food on land. T

he author 
m

akes fairly com
plex inform

ation easy to understand and clear for the average adult w
ith an 

interest in the topic. T
he w

ork is w
ell docum

ented w
ith 150 footnotes from

 excellent sources. 
T

he nitrogen fixation explanation w
ould serve w

ell in a high school science class (either biology 
or chem

istry).  
 

F
ood and C

ulture 
 A
m
erica’s F

ood by L
ynn M

. Stone 
 

 
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 5-9 

Price: $27.07 
ISB

N
: 1-58952-314-8 

 A
s w

ith Stone’s other books this one has excellent photographs and accurate text.  It does a nice 
job of w

eaving food and culture and the im
pact of one upon the other as w

ell as the im
pact of 

both on our A
m

erican culture. A
 nice inclusion is the description of how

 foods becom
e accepted 

in the A
m

erican m
elting pot and w

hat each group contributes. O
ne exam

ple is the bagel 
introduced by E

astern E
uropean Jew

s and the fact that Pennsylvania Q
uakers added cream

 
cheese as a topping. T

he book ends w
ith a nice glossary and description of a few

 regional 
specialties that are not likely to becom

e regular m
enu item

s outside of their region of the 
country.   
 M
idday M

eals A
round the W

orld by M
ichele Z

urakow
ski  

 
      B

est for ages 7-10 
Price: $22.60 
ISB

N
: 1-4048-0281-9 

 D
iscover w

hat children around the w
orld eat for their m

idday m
eals. M

enus include one or tw
o 

m
eals from

 N
orth and South A

m
erica, E

urope, A
frica, A

sia, and A
ustralia. It also includes kid-

friendly recipes. 
 

F
ood Safety 

 F
ood Safety (A

 T
rue B

ook) by Joan K
albacken  

 
 

 
      B

est for ages 8-10 
Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-20757-1 

 T
his book covers various health concerns related to the food w

e eat and explains and discusses 
w

ays to avoid them
. Personal responsibility for food safety and the im

portance of hand w
ashing 

are stressed. 
 F
ood Safety (A

 T
rue B

ook) by Joan K
albacken  

 
 

 
     B

est for A
ges 7-13 

Price: $20.50 
ISB

N
: 978-0516-2637-79 
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 T
his book and its accom

panying photos provide sound inform
ation about food safety for readers 

at an interm
ediate level. It contains excellent photos of several m

icrobes as it describes that 
particular problem

. A
ll the essential m

essages of food safety are included and com
m

on m
yths are 

avoided. T
he book correctly describes food safety precautions, governm

ental oversight and 
individual responsibility. It does a good job of explaining pesticides and how

 food safety is 
m

aintained. U
nlike m

any other books on this subject, this book contains inform
ation about food 

allergies. T
he inform

ation is accurate and provides good advice. T
he im

portant focus on w
ashing 

hands, fruits and vegetables because of bacterial contam
ination is excellent. T

he book ends w
ith 

a glossary.  
 F
ood Safety by Sharon G

ordon  
 

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 6-8 

Price: $9.99 
ISB

N
: 0-516-22294-5 

 T
his book and its accom

panying photos provide basic inform
ation about food safety for early 

readers. It contains an excellent photo of bacteria and provides good advice. T
he im

portant focus 
on w

ashing hands, fruits and vegetables because of bacterial contam
ination is excellent. A

ll the 
essential m

essages of food safety are included and com
m

on m
yths are avoided. T

he book ends 
w

ith a unique photo ‘glossary.’  
 G
erm

s M
ake M

e Sick by M
elvin B

erger  
 

 
 

 
      B

est for ages 6-10 
Price: $16.89 
ISB

N
: 0-06-024250-7 

 W
hile this m

ay seem
 to be a strange addition to a list of recom

m
ended books that addresses 

agriculture, before students can understand food safety they m
ust understand m

icrobes and 
illness. H

ence, this recom
m

endation is m
ade. T

his is a basic book that explains that germ
s cause 

illness and w
e are surrounded by them

. B
asic sanitation is covered along w

ith som
e sim

ple 
explanations of m

icroorganism
s, transm

ission, the body’s im
m

une system
 and rules for good 

health. W
ith food safety issues facing agriculture (E

. coli contam
ination), possible pandem

ics 
(bird flu), and bioterrorism

 (anthrax), this is an issue that every citizen needs to understand. 
 H
ow
 to P

revent F
ood P

oisoning by E
lizabeth Scott, Ph.D

. and Paul Sockett, Ph.D
. 

Price: $14.95   
 

 
 

 
 

 
          B

est for ages 14-A
dult,  

ISB
N

: 0-471-19576-6  
 

 
 

 
 

           and T
eacher R

eference 
 T

his book is a com
prehensive exam

ination of food safety. It exam
ines causes of food-borne 

illness, im
pacts that are short- and long-term

 as w
ell as fleeting or perm

anent, and prevention 
techniques. It explores food prepared and eaten at hom

e, food prepared at hom
e but eaten 

elsew
here, and food prepared and eaten outside the hom

e. T
he authors also detail w

hat 
conditions m

ay m
ake one m

ost susceptible to food poisoning such as the regular consum
ption of 

antacids. T
he book closes w

ith a self-assessm
ent quiz, A

-Z
 guide of food poisoning germ

s and 
an excellent glossary.    
 Safe F

ood for Y
ou and Y

our F
am
ily by M

ildred M
. C

ody  
      B

est for ages 12-18,  
Price: $5.95 

  and T
eacher R

eference 
ISB

N
: 1-56561-094-6 
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T
his book provides a w

ealth of inform
ation about food safety in a pint-sized book.  It provides 

detailed inform
ation about foodbourne illnesses, safely storing and preserving food, irradiated 

food, biotechnology and a host of other topics. T
his w

ould be a great resource for high school 
students w

riting papers on the topic.    
 

G
ardening  - See A

lso P
lants  

 
B
eyond the B

ean Seed by N
ancy A

llen Jurenka  
 

 
     B

est as a teacher reference 
Price: $28.00 
ISB

N
: 1-56308-346-9 

 T
he 11 chapters created by the author in this book provide inform

ation, resources, student-
centered educational activities that connect the garden to required subjects, gam

es, and recipes 
for treats. W

hile a great book for teaching ideas and m
ethodology to connect the garden to 

required learning, this book w
ill not stand alone. It is intended as a teacher com

panion reference.  
If your school plans to w

eave a school garden into its curriculum
 and w

ould like to have that 
garden im

pact education m
ost effectively in a positive w

ay, then this book is an excellent 
reference, especially for the elem

entary grades. 
 C
arrots L

ove T
om
atoes by L

ouise R
iotte  

 
 

 
         B

est for ages 14- A
dult, 

Price: $14.95 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

           and T
eacher R

eference 
ISB

N
: 1-58017-027-7 

 A
s gardens and gardening m

ove beyond the basics, this book w
ould be a good resource for any 

gardener. It contains com
panion planting, pest control and fertilization techniques. T

he text 
provides advice on topics w

hich include vegetables, herbs, fruit, grasses and field crops, 
ornam

ental trees, and shrubs.  A
 detailed overview

 of poisonous plants w
ould benefit any reader.  

T
he book includes a garden planning section w

hich includes plans for a w
eekend garden, postage 

stam
p garden, children’s garden, kitchen herb garden, able disabled garden (raised), spirit 

garden, m
ini-garden and suggestions for w

indow
 boxes.   

 A
 C
hild’s G

arden of V
erses by R

obert L
ouis Stevenson  

 
 

        B
est for ages 4-8 

Price: $18.00 
ISB

N
: 0-689-82382-7 

 T
his book celebrates children and nature through poetry. T

hroughout sixty-six poem
s, the author 

recalls the joys of his childhood, from
 sailing boats dow

n river, to w
aiting for the lam

plighter, to 
sailing off to foreign lands in his im

agination. Its poetry can be used to introduce the topics and 
techniques to children as w

ell as connect them
 to agriculture. From

 golden apples to m
eadow

s or 
clim

bing cherry trees and enjoying the activities of a cow
, these poem

s celebrate the farm
 life of 

the 19
th century. 

 F
rom

 Seed to P
lant  by G

ail G
ibbons  

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 6-9 

Price: $6.99 
ISB

N
: 0-8234-1025-0 

 A
s w

ith all of G
ail G

ibbons’ books, she depicts inform
ation accurately in both text and im

age.  
T

his is one of her stronger books from
 an illustration standpoint. T

he book describes plant 
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structure and function. It also includes how
 seeds m

ove and the m
echanism

s that enable them
 to 

m
ove. T

he book ends w
ith an illustrated glossary of term

s.   
 T
he G

arden of H
appiness by E

rika T
am

ar   
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 5-8 

Price: $16.00 
ISB

N
13: 0-15-230582-3 

 T
his is a story about an inner-city neighborhood’s effort to clean up a vacant lot and transform

 it 
into a com

m
unity garden. C

olorful, m
ulti-cultural im

ages enhance and help tell the story.  A
 little 

girl, M
arisol, finds a sm

all patch of her ow
n w

here she plants a large flat seed.  A
s the garden 

grow
s, her little seed out grow

s the rest of the plants, surprises everyone and becom
es the 

happiest plant in T
he G

arden of H
appiness. T

his book w
ould be an excellent resource to initiate 

planning a school garden or w
orking to plant one in the spring.  

 G
ardening W

izardry for K
ids by Patricia K

ite  
    B

est for ages 6-adult,  
Price: $14.95 

  and T
eacher R

eference 
ISB

N
: 0-8120-1317-4 

 T
his colorful book on gardening is an excellent book to introduce children to gardening. Packed 

w
ith fun activities, facts, folklore, history, and gardening tips it is just the tool needed to get kids 

hooked on gardening. D
ivided into six sections, the book has history, fun activities, directions for 

science experim
ents, insect and earthw

orm
-raising tips, and a section on herbs and craft projects.   

 Inch by Inch by D
avid M

allett  
 

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 4-7 

Price: $5.95 
ISB

N
: 0-06-443481-8 

 T
his book is an illustrated version of the song of the sam

e title.  If one w
ishes to interest students 

in gardening from
 an early age this is a great place to begin.   

 L
ily’s G

arden by D
eborah K

ogan R
ay 

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 4-8 

 Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
: 0-76-131593-4 

L
ily’s grandparents m

ove all the w
ay across the country, but stay in touch w

ith Lily by sending 
her plants and produce from

 their new
 hom

e. E
ach spread deals w

ith a new
 m

onth and garden 
challenge for L

ily.  H
er grandparents’ advice helps her cope w

ith the realistic challenges 
presented by m

anaging a successful garden.  T
his book is also a good exploration of seasonal 

changes.   
 T
he Sum

m
er M

y F
ather W

as T
en by Pat B

risson   
 

 
      B

est for ages 5-13 
H

ardcover Price: $15.95  
Paperback Price: $8.95  

ISB
N

: 1-56397-435-5  
ISB

N
: 1-56397-829-6 

 O
ne of the m

ost touching stories available, this book takes a grow
ing up journey. T

he cross-
generational story uses the vandalism

 of a neighborhood garden to explore the lessons learned by 
the author’s father. T

he thoughtlessness of youth is m
et w

ith real consequences in the life of the 
elderly gardener. T

he unsentim
ental tale of m

ending one’s w
ays and changing a life is illustrated 

by beautiful w
atercolors. If only a few

 books can be included in a library this is one that is a 
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m
ust for m

any reasons. T
hose w

ho know
 the investm

ent of tim
e, hope and love m

ade by anyone 
grow

ing a crop w
ill m

ake good use of this story to express that investm
ent. 

 T
his Y

ear’s G
arden by C

ynthia R
ylant  

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 4-7 

Price: $6.99 
ISB

N
: 0-689-71122-0 

 T
his short book takes us on a year-long journey through a garden. B

eginning in w
inter, the 

planning takes place for the next grow
ing season. T

he story follow
s the activities of each season 

until w
e arrive back at w

inter and begin again. 
  

H
arvest and H

arvest C
elebration 

 H
arvest Y

ear by C
ris Peterson  

 
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 5-9 
Price: $15.95 
ISB

N
: 1-56397-571-8 

 C
ris Peterson captures the concept that every single m

onth food is being harvested som
ew

here in 
the U

nited States w
ith colorful and dram

atic photos by A
lvin U

pitis. T
his book is a collaboration 

of clear and concise text and a m
ap of harvest locations across the country. W

ith an array of 
photographs that capture the colorful fields and orchards and a variety of w

orkers and m
achines 

and children sam
pling foods from

 the year’s harvest. W
hile not every state is included, 27 states 

representing every region of the country are included, from
 M

aine to H
aw

aii and A
laska to 

Florida. 
 H
arvest T

im
e by Jerry C

ipriano 
 

 
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 4-7 

Price: $15.93 
ISB

N
: 0-7368-2926-1 

ISB
N

13: 978-0-7368-2926-7 
 T

his is an early reader book w
ith short statem

ent sentences in a large font. W
hile the content is 

m
inim

al this w
ould be a very good book for a teacher to use to begin to teach reading for 

content. T
he content and pictures could be used to begin to teach about the life cycle and seasons 

in science. W
hat is particularly nice about this book is that the photographs and text depict how

 
the fruit, vegetables or grain are grow

n, show
 the plant as it is either grow

ing or ripe,  describe 
and the harvest process.  T

he straw
berry section has an adorable picture of a sm

all boy peaking 
under the leaves of the straw

berry plant searching for the ripe berry.  T
he photographs enhance 

the text and depict m
odern agriculture including apples being picked from

 dw
arf trees. 

 A
 M
idw

estern C
orn F

estival: E
ars E

veryw
here by L

isa G
abbert  

        B
est for ages 6-8 

Price: $19.95 
ISB

N
: 0-8239-5341-6 

 T
his book explains the im

portance of corn as a crop.  It explores corn’s origins, history, and 
exam

ines the rides, pageants, and other activities at a corn festival. 
 

Issues 
 B
eatrice’s G

oat by Page M
cB

rier  
 

 
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 7-13 

Price: $16.00 
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ISB
N

: 0-689-82460-2 
 T

his beautifully w
ritten and illustrated book tells the story of B

eatrice, a poor U
gandan girl w

ho 
longs to go to school. H

er fam
ily’s poverty m

akes that im
possible because they cannot afford the 

school uniform
s or books. T

he gift of a goat provides the answ
er even though B

eatrice can 
initially only see the extra w

ork it m
eans. T

his story begins to teach students that the solution to 
w

orld hunger is to help people lift them
selves out of poverty. Selling her goat’s m

ilk allow
ed her 

m
other to im

prove her fam
ily’s nutrition and to send B

eatrice to school. T
he goat’s offspring, 

given to her friend’s fam
ily, also sent her friend to school. A

nd so the circle w
idens and 

m
ultiplies the gift. W

ritten about a real little girl, B
eatrice is now

 a college student in A
m

erica. 
Purchase of this book w

ill benefit H
eifer Project International.   

 B
io-V

ision: W
orld L

ife Sciences F
orum

 Series 
 

 
         B

est for ages 14- A
dult, 

Price for the Series of T
hree B

ooks: $125.00  
 

           and T
eacher R

eference  
ISB

N
: 3-527-31489-X

 
 W

hile this book series has a hefty price tag, it also contains a w
ealth of inform

ation for any 
reader truly interested in the effort to reduce poverty and solve global hunger. It approaches the 
issues from

 a scientific perspective unlike m
ost other public sources. T

his is a cross-disciplinary, 
international account of essential inform

ation provided by experts, not pundits, using research-
based inform

ation not rhetoric. It includes the expertise of 20 N
obel L

aureates in volum
es w

ith 
these titles: A

griculture and N
utrition; B

ioindustry and E
nvironm

ent; and H
um

an H
ealth. 

R
ecom

m
endations support the use of high-tech agriculture w

hether or not that includes 
biotechnology. T

his is inform
ation not available from

 any other source.   
 E
co-F

reaks: E
nvironm

entalism
 Is H

azardous to Y
our H

ealth!  by John B
erlau 

Price: $25.99 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

B
est for ages 14 – adult 

ISB
N
-10: 1595550674  

 
 

 
 

 
and teacher reference 

ISB
N
-13: 978-1595550675  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
W

hile those in agriculture know
 that m

any accusations leveled by environm
entalists are not true, 

this book and several others w
e are recom

m
ending w

ill m
ake you begin to question their stand 

against other industries as w
ell. T

his author tackles ag topics and non-ag topics alike in this w
ell-

referenced book. T
opics include global w

arm
ing and clim

ate change;  the dangers of pesticides 
like D

D
T

; trees and pollution; fuel econom
y and the auto industry ; the threat posed by asbestos; 

the lifesaving role of dam
s and levees; and plans to "rew

ild" A
m

erica.  In a surprisingly quick 
read, the aw

ard-w
inning author shocks, am

azes, enlightens and entertains the reader.  For any 
educator determ

ined to teach his or her students not w
hat to think but how

 to think, this book is a 
great addition as a counterpoint to w

hat is currently believed about these topics or w
hat students 

m
ay read in their textbooks. 

 F
ood: T

he Struggle to Sustain the H
um
an C

om
m
unity by Jake G

oldberg   
Price: $23.00   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
    B

est for ages 12-18 
ISB

N
: 0-531-11411-2 

 T
his book’s author looks at the struggle to feed the hum

an population from
 the earliest days 

through the present. It provides a nice overview
 of the developm

ent of agriculture but com
es up 

short as it explores agriculture’s future. Surprisingly, a discussion of biotechnology is absent.  
T

his book is recom
m

ended in spite of that because it does a credible job in other areas. 
  

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/105-4945400-6686822?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=John%20Berlau
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Invasive Species in a C
hanging W

orld by H
arold A

. M
ooney  

  B
est for ages 15-adult, and 

Price: $37.50 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                T
eacher R

eference 
ISB

N
: 1-55963-782-x 

 A
s the w

orld becom
es sm

aller, the issue of invasive species becom
es everm

ore probable and 
their im

pacts m
ore dam

aging. T
hough noxious, invasive species have long been recognized and 

challenged by agriculture, others are now
 taking notice w

ith the threat of a bird flu pandem
ic. 

Invasions of fire ants and A
fricanized honeybees have m

ade average A
m

ericans realize that this 
is a very real threat to all. T

his book provides a w
ell-referenced, com

prehensive overview
 of the 

issues and looks not only at the ecological im
plications but also the econom

ic costs.  
 P
eanut B

utter, M
ilk, and O

ther D
eadly T

hreats: W
hat Y

ou Should K
now

 A
bout F

ood 
A
llergies by Sherri M

abry G
ordon 

 
 

 
 

 B
est for ages 11 - adult  

Price: $31.93 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

and teacher reference 
ISB

N
13:  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 W

hile the title m
ight be scary, the content is excellent and very accurate.  T

he author clearly 
describes food allergies, dispels m

any m
yths and provides and excellent overview

 of the topic.   
T

he author clarifies the differences betw
een true food allergies and food intolerances.  It 

provides specific inform
ation about peanut, m

ilk, shellfish and fish, tree nuts, eggs, soy, and 
w

heat allergies. T
he text addresses not only the physical sym

ptom
s, reaction and im

pacts but it 
also delves into the social, em

otional, political and educational im
pacts of food allergies.  It also 

explores the research underw
ay to study, understand, prevent and treat food allergies. T

he book 
provides inform

ation sources, a glossary and references for further research.  
 Saving T

he P
lanet w

ith P
esticides and P

lastics by D
ennis A

very  
Price: $19.95 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
B

est for ages 14- adult 
ISB

N
: 0-55813-069-1  

 
 

 
 

 
and teacher reference 

 B
ack w

ith the second edition of this controversial book, D
ennis A

very again challenges the 
conventional w

isdom
 w

ith w
ell-referenced facts.  T

his edition expands on the previous 
publication, tackles som

e new
 issues such as intensive m

eat production for the 21
st century and 

deletes or refocuses the discussion on others.  T
his book keeps the discussion current w

ith the 
changes m

ade in this new
 edition. A

ny high school student challenged to exam
ine both sides of 

an issue w
ould be w

ell served to have this book in the school library. T
eachers interested in 

helping their students to becom
e critical thinkers w

ould be w
ell-served to include this reference 

as a source of inform
ation as they consider w

hat they are teaching and how
. For those in 

agriculture, this book has a new
 chapter titled “W

hat can Farm
ers D

o?” O
ur industry and the 

people w
e feed deserve that w

e read it and heed its advice.   
 T
he Skeptical E

nvironm
entalist: M

easuring the R
eal State of the W

orld by B
jorn L

om
borg   

Price: $23.00   
 

 
 

 
 

 
           B

est for ages 14- adult 
ISB

N
-10:  0-521-01068-3 

 
 

 
 

 
 

and teacher reference 
ISB

N
-13: 978-0521010689  

 B
jorn L

om
borg begins his book w

ith a preface that explains how
 he began this journey and w

hy 
it led to this book. H

e (a self-professed left-w
ing G

reenpeace m
em

ber) challenged ten of his 
brightest statistics students at the U

niversity of A
arhus in D

enm
ark to challenge Julian Sim

one’s 
claim

 that environm
ent w

as getting better not w
orse. T

hey expected to show
, using statistics, that 
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Sim
on w

as only spouting right-w
ing A

m
erican propaganda. W

hat they discovered w
as that 

Sim
on w

as correct on a large num
ber of issues. T

his led to a series of articles explaining their 
results and grew

 into a huge D
anish debate.  T

his, in turn led to the book and a huge backlash by 
the environm

ental com
m

unity.  T
he book begins by describing the litany of ills w

e have been led 
to believe.  T

hen it explores topics w
hich include hum

an w
elfare, hunger, disappearing forests, 

energy, resources, prosperity, air and w
ater pollution, acid rain, allergies and asthm

a, w
aste, 

chem
ical fears, biodiversity, and global w

arm
ing.  H

e ends by describing the real state of the 
w

orld. E
very high school, college and public library should contain a copy of this book.  E

very 
environm

ental educator should require that his or her students include this author’s docum
ented 

evidence as they explore issues. E
nglish and social studies teachers should provide this resource 

to their students so that they m
ay explore both sides of these issues. A

s a m
odel exam

ple alone, 
the author’s inclusion of 2,930 footnotes and 173 charts and graphs of data supporting his claim

s 
should be show

n to students as a w
ell-w

ritten and docum
ented exploration of these issues.   

 See also: Superfood or Superthreat: T
he Issue of G

enetically E
ngineered F

ood 
 A

nd T
he M

an W
ho F

ed the W
orld by L

eon H
esser 

 
  

   
M
achinery and E

quipm
ent 

 
F
arm

 T
ractor by M

att D
oeden  

 
 

 
 

 
       B

est for A
ges 4-8 

ISB
N

13: 978-0-7368-6721-4 
 T

his early reader book captures a great deal of insight into tractors. Students w
ill find out how

 
tractors w

ork and about tractor’s com
ponents. M

odern tractor technology, structure, and 
operation are accom

panied by inform
ation on how

 a tractor functions. E
xcellent color 

photographs of large tractors in a variety of w
ork arrangem

ents enhance the text. E
very tractor in 

the book has rollover protection. T
he book includes a glossary, recom

m
ended book list and 

Internet sites.      
 A
ccurate A

g B
ooks P

rogram
 B
ook 2007 

I D
rive a T

ractor by Sarah B
ridges   

 
 

 
 

       B
est for A

ges 4-8 
Price: $7.95 
ISB

N
: 1-4048-1609-7 

 Students can learn a great deal about tractors by having this book read to them
 or reading it 

them
selves. M

odern tractor technology, structure, and operation are accom
panied by how

 a 
tractor functions. T

he authors have w
isely included som

e tractor safety inform
ation such as the 

slow
-m

oving vehicle sign and w
hat it signifies. T

he driver explains how
 he courteously and 

safely uses the road, aw
are of cars that m

ay w
ant to pass. W

hile the book depicts only one person 
on the tractor, it does not actually address this issue.  T

he book includes a vocabulary list.    
 T
he T

ractor G
oes F

arm
ing by R

oy H
arrington  

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 3-8 
Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-929355-68-7 

 W
hat can a tractor do?  R

ead this book and find out. T
he m

any diversified jobs perform
ed by 

tractors, on and off the farm
, are described and accom

panied by excellent photographs.  
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D
eveloped by the A

m
erican A

ssociation of A
gricultural E

ngineers, tractors of all m
akes and 

colors are represented. T
he book also includes a variety of other farm

 equipm
ent m

ade by a 
variety of m

anufacturers. 
 T
ractors by D

arlene R
. Stille  

 
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 4-8 
Price: $21.26 
ISB

N
:  0-7565-0287-X

 
 T

hrough bright colors and inform
ative text, young readers can explore the w

orld of tractors in 
this book. T

his book encourages an interest in the m
achines and activities that they help us w

ith 
on the farm

 and beyond. 
  

M
icroorganism

s and F
ungi 

 T
he F

ungus T
hat A

te M
y School by A

rthur D
orros  

 
 

        B
est for ages 5-8 

Price: $15.95 
ISB

N
: 0-590-47704-8 

 T
his w

ork of fiction is a fun w
ay to introduce fungi to the classroom

. D
uring a dam

p spring 
break, a science class m

old experim
ent outgrow

s its jar. T
hree elem

entary school students return 
from

 vacation to find an am
orphous green shape dom

inating the lab. T
his book is a silly, 

eccentric caricature of how
 fungus spreads that can be used to introduce how

 easily all 
m

icroorganism
s spread and how

 they im
pact hum

ans.  
 G
ood M

ushroom
s and B

ad T
oadstools by A

llan Fow
ler   

 
        B

est for ages 6-7 
Price: $4.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-20808-X

 
 T

his early-reader book explores this w
orld som

etim
es hidden from

 view
 unless one seeks it out.  

A
 variety of colorful an interestingly shaped m

ushroom
s and toadstools are depicted.  It gives 

adequate w
arning that the novice should not pick or eat m

ushroom
s as they can be very 

dangerous.  
 Slim

e, M
olds and F

ungi by E
laine Pascoe 

 
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 8-14 

Price: $14.22 
ISB

N
: 1-56711-182-3 

 B
eautiful photographs enhance the descriptions of this unlikely subject. From

 m
ushroom

s to 
yeast, the organism

s in this group are very im
portant to the food system

. Som
e cause dam

age; 
others are beneficial. A

ll are essential to m
oving the com

position cycle along. Producers w
ork to 

control m
any fungi or to prom

ote others. Som
e fungi can be fatal w

hile others can provide life 
saving assistance such as the antibiotic penicillin. T

he book contains great science experim
ents 

and dem
onstrations, sources for supplies, further readings and an index. 

 
N
atural F

ibers 
 F
rom

 P
lant to B

lue Jeans by John L’H
om

m
edieu   

 
 

        B
est for ages 4-8 

Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-20366-5 
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T
his w

onderful photo essay docum
ents the process of m

aking blue jeans. From
 the first step of 

planting cotton to sew
ing the finished denim

 into jeans, the process is captured in im
age and text.  

  F
rom

 C
otton to T

-Shirt by R
obin N

elson 
 

  
 

 
    B

est for ages 7-10 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-8225-4661-0 

 
A

s w
ith the other books in this series, this is an excellent book. A

s an early reader book, the 
content is short but fairly accurate. E

ach page has three to five sentences. It does a very com
plete 

depiction from
 cotton plant to harvesting and processing. A

ll of the im
ages are of m

odern farm
 

equipm
ent and m

odern processing operations. T
he photos in this book greatly enhance the text. 

T
he book ends w

ith a glossary. 
 F
rom

 Sheep to Sw
eater by R

obin N
elson 

 
  

 
 

    B
est for ages 7-10 

ISB
N

13: 978-0-8225-4661-0 
 

T
his is the w

eakest book in an excellent series. A
s an early reader book, the content is short but 

fairly accurate for w
hat it portrays. E

ach page has three to five sentences. It does a very com
plete 

depiction from
 sheep to sw

eater. M
ost of the im

ages depict hand production of yarn and sw
eater. 

W
e are including the book because there are no others on this topic that provide m

ore m
odern 

im
ages or text. T

he photos in this book greatly enhance the text. T
he book ends w

ith a glossary. 
 

N
utrition 

 E
ating W

ell by L
isa T

rum
baur 

 
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 4-7 

Price: $15.93 
ISB

N
: 0-7368-2937-7 

 T
his is an early reader book w

ith short statem
ent sentences in a large font. W

hile the content is 
m

inim
al this w

ould be a very good book to use to teach reading for content as w
ell as good 

nutrition. T
he photographs enhance the text and depict a com

plete array of foods in each food 
group. U

nlike m
any nutrition books at this age level, this book avoids the use of the food guide 

pyram
id but still uses the food groups. T

he teacher w
ill need to provide the im

age of the food 
guide pyram

id if he/she w
ishes to include it in instruction. 

 T
he E

dible P
yram

id  by L
oreen L

eedy  
 

 
 

B
est for ages 4-8 

Price: $17.95 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-8234-2075-9 

 W
hile w

e strive to avoid the anthropom
orphic representation of anim

als w
e w

ill m
ake exceptions 

for excellent books.  T
his w

ell-w
ritten book on nutrition and the food-guide pyram

id is one such 
exam

ple. T
he text does depict the norm

al foods that various anim
als w

ould consum
e (the pelican 

hopes there is seafood w
hile the frogs hope there are fresh flies). A

lso the author represents all 
foods equally. O

n the page depicting protein foods there are seafoods, eggs, turkey, chicken, 
ham

, m
eatballs, steak, and fish. T

he text and illustrations are accurate. T
his w

ould be a great w
ay 

to introduce the nutritional recom
m

endations of the food-guide pyram
id.  

 T
he M

onster H
ealth by E

dw
ard M

iller  
 

 
       

 
B

est for ages 7-11 
Price: $6.95 
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ISB
N

 13: 978-0-8234-2139-8 
ISB

N
 10: 0-8234-2139-2 

 A
 friendly green m

onster helps m
ake w

hat could be a dull and dry series of health lectures into a 
fun rom

p through life including scattered trivia. Focusing on nutrition and healthy habits, m
ore 

than tw
o-thirds of the book is nutrition inform

ation. T
he balance focuses on exercise, sleep and 

healthy habits. W
hile the book is fun, it is also packed w

ith inform
ation on the food pyram

id, 
food groups and their nutrients, reading nutrition labels, and m

ealtim
e suggestions. Sections of 

food issues w
ill need explaining to younger students but provide and excellent place to initiate 

the discussion.    
 T
he N

ew
 F
ood G

uide P
yram

id, E
ating H

ealthy by E
m

ily G
reen         

      B
est for A

ges 5-7 
Price: $15.95 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-531-17850-8  

 T
his early reader book provides very basic inform

ation about the revised food guide pyram
id. 

T
he sim

ple, yet direct and accurate inform
ation is com

plem
ented by the excellent photographs. 

T
he book ends w

ith a glossary. W
e recom

m
end the w

hole series.  
 T
he N

ew
 F
ood G

uide P
yram

id, F
ruits by E

m
ily G

reen  
 

 
       B

est for A
ges 5-7 

Price: $15.95 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-531-17850-8  

 T
his early reader book provides very basic inform

ation about the value of fruit to proper 
nutrition. It contains the revised food guide pyram

id and the text describes the place for fruit in 
the pyram

id. T
he sim

ple, yet direct and accurate inform
ation is com

plem
ented by the excellent 

photographs. T
he book ends w

ith a glossary. W
e recom

m
end the w

hole series.  
 T
he N

ew
 F
ood G

uide P
yram

id, G
rains by E

m
ily G

reen  
 

 
       B

est for A
ges 5-7 

Price: $15.95 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-531-17851-3  

 T
his early reader book provides very basic inform

ation about the value of grains to proper 
nutrition. It contains the revised food guide pyram

id and the text describes the place for grains in 
the pyram

id. T
he sim

ple, yet direct and accurate inform
ation is com

plem
ented by the excellent 

photographs. T
he text provides good inform

ation about how
 to add a variety of grains in all 

form
s to one’s diet. T

he book ends w
ith a glossary. W

e recom
m

end the w
hole series.  

 T
he N

ew
 F
ood G

uide P
yram

id, M
eat and B

eans by E
m

ily G
reen  

       B
est for A

ges 5-7 
Price: $15.95 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-531-17854-6  

 T
his is the best book of this series on the food guide pyram

id. T
he cover im

age is of a juicy 
ham

burger w
ith lettuce, tom

ato, onion and a sw
irl of ketchup. T

he early reader book provides 
very basic inform

ation about the value of m
eat and beans to proper nutrition. It contains the 

revised food guide pyram
id and the text describes the place for all kinds of m

eats and beans in 
the pyram

id. T
he sim

ple, yet direct and accurate inform
ation is com

plem
ented by the excellent 

photographs. T
he text and photos represent all m

eats: steak, a pork chop, a chicken breast, eggs, 
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trout, and salm
on, and describes the nutrients each adds to one’s diet. T

he book ends w
ith a 

glossary. W
e recom

m
end the w

hole series. 
  T
he N

ew
 F
ood G

uide P
yram

id, M
ilk, Y

ogurt and C
heese  by E

m
ily G

reen  
 

     B
est for A

ges 5-7 
Price: $15.95 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-531-17855-3  

 T
his early reader book provides very basic inform

ation about the value of m
ilk to proper 

nutrition. It contains the revised food guide pyram
id and the text describes the place for m

ilk and 
dairy foods in the pyram

id. T
he sim

ple, yet direct and accurate inform
ation is com

plem
ented by 

the excellent photographs. T
he book ends w

ith a glossary. W
e recom

m
end the w

hole series.  
 T
he N

ew
 F
ood G

uide P
yram

id, O
ils by E

m
ily G

reen  
 

 
       B

est for A
ges 5-7 

Price: $15.95 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-531-17856-0  

 T
his early reader book provides very basic inform

ation about the value of oils to proper nutrition.  
It contains the revised food guide pyram

id and the text describes the place for oils in the 
pyram

id. T
he sim

ple, yet direct and accurate inform
ation is com

plem
ented by the excellent 

photographs. In addition to the presentation about beneficial oils, the book also describes fats 
that are not good for us and stresses that reducing or avoiding harm

ful fats should be a focus. 
T

he book ends w
ith a glossary. W

e recom
m

end the w
hole series.  

  T
he N

ew
 F
ood G

uide P
yram

id, V
egetables  by E

m
ily G

reen  
 

       B
est for A

ges 5-7 
Price: $15.95 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-531-17857-7  

 T
his early reader book provides very basic inform

ation about the value of vegetables to proper 
nutrition. It contains the revised food guide pyram

id and the text describes the place for 
vegetables in the pyram

id. T
he sim

ple, yet direct and accurate inform
ation is com

plem
ented by 

the excellent photographs. T
he text provides good inform

ation about how
 to add vegetables to 

one’s diet and the vitam
in nutrition found in vegetables. T

he book ends w
ith a glossary. W

e 
recom

m
end the w

hole series.  
 T
he Q

uest to D
igest by M

ary K
. C

orcoran   
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 4-8  

Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
: 1-57091-664-0 

 C
hildren alw

ays w
onder w

hat happens after our food is sw
allow

ed and w
here it goes.  Follow

 an 
apple’s journey from

 the m
outh to the sm

all intestines on a quest to learn about the digestive 
system

. M
any questions regarding burps, passing gas and vom

it w
ill be answ

ered. A
ccom

panied 
by com

ic illustrations, this book is fun, fascinating and concise for all readers. A
lthough not 

technically an agricultural topic this resource w
ill help teachers begin to discuss nutrition and 

healthy food choices as students learn how
 their body digests food.  

 W
hen V

egetables G
o B
ad by D

on G
illm

or and M
ary L

ouise G
ay   

        B
est for ages 6-9 

Price: $5.95 
ISB

N
: 1-55209-261-5 
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 T
his w

ork of fiction is a great tool to introduce nutrition to younger audiences and encourage 
them

 to eat vegetables. T
he title m

ight m
islead you to think the vegetables in the book are 

spoiling but the story is really about vegetables behaving badly because Ivy refused to eat them
.   

Instead of eating her vegetables, Ivy stuffed them
 into her pocket. A

t night w
hen she is sleeping, 

the vegetables form
 a taunting chorus in Ivy’s sleep and invade her dream

s w
ith nasty songs. N

o 
m

atter how
 Ivy tries to run from

 this nightm
are, the vegetables chase her dow

n and continue 
their harassm

ent. O
nce she adm

its she likes vegetables, the nightm
are stops.  

 

P
eople in A

griculture 
 E
li W

hitney and the C
otton G

in by Jessica G
underson 

 
          B

est for ages 7 - 13 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-6843-3 

 T
his book from

 the G
raphic Library collection is produced in a com

ic book form
at that w

ill 
appeal to the m

ost challenged reader. T
he book tells the story of the creation of the cotton gin 

and the difficulties that E
li W

hitney had in becom
ing successful. T

he story does not avoid the 
im

pact the cotton gin had on increasing slavery, w
hich is to be com

m
ended. It also tells the story 

of how
 E

li W
hitney becam

e successful and the im
pact his success had on the civil w

ar and 
ultim

ate freedom
 of the slaves. T

he book ends w
ith a tim

eline of advances m
ade by E

li W
hitney, 

a glossary, a recom
m

ended reading list, recom
m

ended Internet sites, and a bibliography. 
 G
eorge W

ashington C
arver: Ingenious Inventor by N

athan O
lson 

 B
est for ages 7 - 13 

ISB
N

13: 978-0-7368-5484-3 
 T

his book from
 the G

raphic Library collection is produced in a com
ic book form

at that w
ill 

appeal to the m
ost challenged reader. T

he book tells the story of G
eorge W

ashington C
arver 

beginning w
ith his life as a slave, his m

other’s kidnapping and his adoption by the C
arvers. It 

also tells the story of how
 G

eorge left their hom
e at the age of 12 to go to school and the 

struggles he endured to becom
e educated and eventually becom

e an educator and inventor. T
he 

book ends w
ith a tim

eline of advances m
ade by G

eorge W
ashington C

arver, a glossary, a 
recom

m
ended reading list, recom

m
ended Internet sites, and a bibliography. 

 G
eorge W

ashington C
arver: Scientist and Inventor by Judy M

onroe 
 B

est for ages 7 - 13 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-5484-3 

 A
lthough not as colorful as the previous book, this book provides black and w

hite photographs to 
enhance a m

ore detailed text. T
he book tells the sam

e story of G
eorge W

ashington C
arver’s life 

beginning as a slave and then his adoption by the C
arvers. It also tells the story of how

 hard 
G

eorge struggled to becom
e educated and eventually becom

e an educator and inventor at 
T

uskegee Institute. T
his book provides a great deal m

ore inform
ation about his w

ork, successes 
and recognition he achieved later in life. T

he book ends w
ith copy of the postage stam

p issued 
recognizing him

 in 1948, fast facts, a tim
eline of his life, a glossary, a recom

m
ended reading list, 

and recom
m

ended Internet sites. 
 L
ouis P

asteur and P
asteurization by Jennifer Fandel 

 
          B

est for ages 7 - 13 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-6843-3 
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T
his book from

 the G
raphic Library collection is produced in a com

ic book form
at that w

ill 
appeal to the m

ost challenged reader. T
he book tells the story of food borne illness, the discovery 

of m
icroorganism

s and the developm
ent of pasteurization to m

ake m
ilk safe. T

he book ends w
ith 

a tim
eline of advances m

ade by L
ouis Pasteur, a glossary, recom

m
ended reading list, 

recom
m

ended Internet sites, and a bibliography. 
 2008 B

ook of the Y
ear 

T
he M

an W
ho F

ed the W
orld by L

eon H
esser 

 
                     B

est for ages 12 - adult 
Price: $24.95 
ISB

N
: 1-930754-90-6 

 W
hile m

any N
obel L

aureates are w
ell know

 to the public, the one m
an w

ho has literally saved 
m

illions from
 starvation, N

orm
an B

orlaug, still toils in relative obscurity. T
his w

ell-w
ritten, 

w
ell-researched book details his am

azing life and w
orld-changing life’s w

ork.  B
orn in 1914 on 

the Iow
a prairie, N

orm
an B

orlaug w
ould appear to be the m

ost unlikely of heroes. H
e attended a 

one-room
 school house, flunked the university entrance exam

 yet ultim
ately cam

e to be hailed as 
one of the m

ost influential m
en of the 20

th century. T
here is no N

obel prize for agriculture so 
they gave him

 the N
obel Peace Prize for averting hunger and fam

ine by developing the short 
variety w

heat that w
ould start the “G

reen R
evolution.” T

hese m
iracle w

heat varieties w
ould lead 

M
exico, Pakistan and India from

 the edge of starvation in the 60s (in spite of huge grain 
donations from

 the U
nited States, C

anada and A
ustralia) to self sufficiency in grain production. 

In fact, India becam
e, and still is, a grain exporter. T

his is a book about hope and w
ill 

dem
onstrate to children and adults alike that one person can change the w

orld.       
 

P
lants, F

oods F
rom

 P
lants and G

oods F
rom

 P
lants  

 F
low

ers  
 A
 F
ield of Sunflow

ers  by N
eil Johnson  

 
 

 
 

       B
est for A

ges 4-8 
Price: $3.25 
ISB

N
: 0-590-96549-2 

 H
igh-quality photographs depict the process of grow

ing sunflow
ers from

 soil preparation 
through seed production.  T

he book explains phototropism
, pollination, and pollinators 

accurately and w
ould be an excellent resource for teachers explaining these concepts. T

he 
com

m
unity delight in the field of sunflow

ers and the resulting interaction helps readers or 
listeners appreciate agriculture. T

he book is a bit less realistic in explaining that the farm
er 

decided not to harvest the field but to leave it to feed the w
ild birds. Few

 farm
ers could afford 

that luxury. 
   T
he F

low
er A

lphabet B
ook by Jerry Pallotta  

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 4-8 
Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
: 0-88106-459-9 

 T
he author and illustrator of this book have collaborated to produce a stunning bouquet of w

ords 
and pictures about the w

orld of flow
ers. T

his book includes a variety of flow
ers from

 A
-Z

 
beginning w

ith the A
m

aryllis and concluding w
ith the Z

innia.  
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T
he G

reat Sunflow
er B

ook by B
arbara Flores  

 
 

           B
est for ages 12-A

dult 
Price: $15.95 
ISB

N
: 0-89815-837-0 

 A
lm

ost everyone enjoys seeing the bright and sunny face of sunflow
ers in a garden, field, or 

bouquet. B
ut how

 m
any of us know

 the history of the sunflow
er or that sunflow

ers com
e in m

any 
varieties? D

id you know
 that Jerusalem

 A
rtichokes are the roots of a sunflow

er? T
his book, w

ith 
its beautiful photographs and w

ell-research inform
ation, w

ill provide inform
ation on history, 

cultural im
pacts, cultivation, and varieties. U

ses are detailed. T
he book includes a variety of 

recipes w
ith sunflow

er seeds and/or oil. It ends w
ith a list of heritage seed sources and reference 

list.  
 It C

ould Still B
e a F

low
er by A

llan Fow
ler   

 
 

 
       B

est for ages 5-7 
Price: $4.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-27308-6 

 T
his early-reader book gives the basics about flow

ers. T
he book’s title is m

isleading in that the 
book only focuses on those flow

ers w
hich w

ould be readily identified.  T
here are no unusual 

flow
ers here or tree flow

ers other than m
agnolias or cherry blossom

s.   
 T
he L

ife C
ycle of the Sunflow

er  by L
inda T

agliaferro  
 

 
       B

est for ages 4-7  
(G

ail Saunders-Sm
ith Ph.D

, C
onsulting E

ditor).  
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-6714-6. 

 T
his early reader book captures the developm

ent of the sunflow
er from

 seed through 
germ

ination, grow
th, flow

er developm
ent and pollination and on to seed developm

ent.  It does 
not depict com

m
ercial sunflow

er production but focuses on the grow
th of a single plant.  T

his 
w

ould be an excellent book to teach about the life cycle of a plant. T
he book includes a glossary, 

recom
m

ended reading list and suggested Internet sites.  
 F
ruits and F

ruit F
oods 

 A
m
azing A

pples  by C
onsie Pow

ell   
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 5-8 
Price: $15.95 
ISB

N
: 0-8075-0399-1 

 From
 blossom

 to pollination to picking, this beautifully illustrated book details how
 apples grow

, 
their various uses, and the different varieties of apples through an interesting m

ethodology.  E
ach 

single or double page contains an acrostic poem
 that describes part of the story. T

he acrostic 
w

ords are apple, orchard, leaves, bees, sun, rain, core, w
orm

, bushel, pick, varieties, cider, dried, 
sauce, pie, basem

ent, and w
inter.  T

his book also includes a detailed description of apples.  
 A
pples by G

ail G
ibbons  

 
 

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 5-8 

Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-8234-1497-3 

 From
 blossom

 to pollination to picking, this beautifully illustrated book details how
 apples grow

, 
their various parts, and the different varieties of apples. T

his book also includes instructions on 
how

 to plant and care for an apple tree.  
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 A
pples (A

 T
rue B

ook) by E
laine L

andau  
 

 
 

      
 B

est for ages 7-13 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-5162-1024-7 

 A
s w

ith the other books w
ritten by this author, this text provides an accurate and com

prehensive 
look at the subject.  From

 the early cultivation of apples in G
reece and R

om
e to the introduction 

of apples to E
urope and then the A

m
ericas, the text and photos tell apple’s story. T

his book 
m

oves beyond basic reader level and presents the com
plex story of apple production in a very 

com
prehensive m

anner. T
he book ends w

ith a good glossary and recom
m

endations for other 
books and W

eb sites.  
 A
pples of Y

our E
ye by A

llan Fow
ler  

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 6-8 

Price: $4.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-06026-0 

 T
his a good, basic explanation of how

 apples grow
 and the foods m

ade from
 them

. W
hile a few

 
of the im

ages are not com
pletely current, the inform

ation provided is excellent for this age 
group. M

ost im
portantly, the author explains that w

hile apples can grow
 from

 seed, apples are 
grafted (to guarantee the apple variety). T

he book does a good job of depicting and explaining 
one type of grafting.  
 A
pples H

ere! by W
ill H

ubbell  
 

 
 

 
 

     B
est for ages 5-8 

Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
: 0-8075-0397-5 

 From
 blossom

 to pollination to picking, this beautifully illustrated book details how
 apples grow

, 
their various parts, and som

e of the different varieties. T
he rhym

ing text takes the reader on a 
year-long journey from

 w
inter, w

ith a young girl and her grandfather, to spring, w
ith a boy and 

girl, to sum
m

er, w
here three children enjoy the orchard and w

atch apples develop, through fall, 
w

here tw
o boys enjoy the harvest and fresh-from

-the-tree apples. A
nother girl buys apples at a 

farm
 m

arket and uses them
 to m

ake a pie and other people include apples in celebrations. T
he 

final page is of a deer also enjoying the apples. T
he book also includes a detailed description of 

the apple production process, varieties, history and uses.  
 B
ananas by E

laine L
andau  

 
 

 
 

 
 

     B
est for A

ges 8-13 
Price: $24.00 
ISB

N
: 0-516-21025-4 

 T
his text provides an A

 to Z
 overview

 of bananas.  B
anana history, botany, production, types, 

trade, ripening, nutrition and trivia are w
rapped in colorful photos and inform

ative text.  T
he 

book closes w
ith a glossary, an index and additional resources – books and W

eb sites. 
 B
ananas by Jacqueline Farm

er  
 

 
 

 
 

     B
est for A

ges 7-12 
Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-88106-115-8 

 W
hatever a child w

ould like to know
 about bananas can be explored in this colorful text. B

anana 
production, types, trade, ripening, history, nutrition and trivia are w

rapped in colorful artw
ork 

and inform
ative text. T

he book closes w
ith banana recipes and jokes.  

 



 
39

T
he B

erry B
ook by G

ail G
ibbons  

 
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 4-8 
Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
: 0-8234-1697-6 

 G
ail G

ibbons has developed another excellent book on an agricultural topic. T
his tim

e she 
w

eaves her storytelling m
agic about all sorts of berries. H

er discussion of how
 berries grow

 in 
the w

ild and how
 they are cultivated in fields and gardens dom

estically includes the im
pact of 

clim
ate. T

he author describes the uses of edible berries and even gives directions on how
 to grow

 
straw

berries. T
he colorfully illustrated book includes recipes for berry jam

s, pies and ice cream
s. 

 C
alifornia G

rapes  by K
aren A

dler 
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 7-12 

Price: $7.95 
ISB

N
: 0-86505-668-4 

 
 

T
he content of this book, w

ritten in poem
 form

at, is excellent.  U
nfortunately, the w

atercolor 
illustrations are a very m

ixed assortm
ent. Im

ages of the vines, vineyard and grapes are fine but 
the hum

an illustrations are am
ateurish at best. H

aving m
ade that observation, this is the best 

book on this topic currently available. T
he author does a com

plete job of capturing this industry 
in C

alifornia.  
 F
rom

 A
pples to A

pple Sauce by K
ristin T

hoennes K
eller 

 
     B

est for ages 7-10 
Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-2633-4 

 T
his is one in an excellent series of books depicting the various plant and anim

al sources of food 
and fibers. A

s an early reader book, the content is short but fairly accurate. E
ach page has three 

to five sentences describing the harvest process through finished applesauce being sold to a 
consum

er. It does a very com
plete depiction from

 tree to consum
er. A

ll of the im
ages are of 

m
odern farm

 equipm
ent and m

odern processing operations.  T
he book ends w

ith glossary, 
recipe, and recom

m
ended Internet sites. 

 F
rom

 F
ruit to Jelly by Shannon Z

em
licka 

 
 

 
 

B
est for ages 5-7 

Price: $19.93 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-8225-0942-4 

 A
s w

ith the other books in this series, this early reader presents factual inform
ation in a few

 brief 
sentences per page w

ith excellent pictures accom
panying the text.  A

ll in all it does an excellent 
job of depicting the production of jelly from

 tree to consum
er.  T

his is inform
ation that m

ost 
adults no longer understand.   
 F
rom

 O
ranges to O

range Juice by K
ristin T

hoennes K
eller 

  B
est for ages 7-10 

Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-2636-5 

 T
his is one in an excellent series of books depicting the various plant and anim

al sources of food 
and fibers. A

s an early reader book, the content is short but fairly accurate. E
ach page has three 

to five sentences.  It does a very com
plete depiction from

 tree to consum
er. O

f special interest is 
the w

hole processing aspect of orange juice production. A
ll of the im

ages are of m
odern farm
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equipm
ent and m

odern processing operations.  T
he book ends w

ith a glossary, recipe, and 
recom

m
ended Internet sites. 

 F
rom

 P
it to P

each T
ree by E

llen W
eiss  

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 4-7 

Price: $19.99 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-531-18538-4  

 T
his book is unique in that it explains peach production from

 a peach pit. E
ach of the books in 

this series by the sam
e author begins w

ith vocabulary w
ords and photographs depicting the 

m
eaning of the w

ords. It identifies the term
 in bold letters and instructs the reader to look for the 

w
ord in the text in its bold form

at. A
s a result this is a great vocabulary builder and reading-for-

content book. E
ach page has three to five sentences and the facing page has an excellent 

photograph w
ith a caption. T

he content covers how
 peaches are grow

n and harvested. 
U

nfortunately, the book does not depict grafting and that is a m
ajor flaw

 in this book. T
he book 

ends w
ith the peach life cycle and a glossary. 

 F
rom

 Shoot to A
pple  by Stacy T

aus-B
olstad 

 
 

 
B

est for ages 4-8 
Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
13: 978-0-8225-0719-2 

 T
his is one in an excellent series of books depicting the various plant and anim

al sources of food 
and fibers that com

e from
 plants and anim

als. A
s an early reader book, the content is m

inim
al 

but fairly accurate.  E
ach page has one to five sentences.  T

he m
ajor flaw

 in the book is that 
w

hile it depicts grafting scion w
ood it depicts it being done on fairly m

ature trees.  T
his type of 

grafting is done only w
hen a grow

er w
ishes to change a block of apple trees from

 one variety 
into another.  It w

ould have been m
uch better to depict grafting onto rootstock as is com

m
only 

done.  T
he best feature of this book is that it depicts dw

arf apple trees and m
ost children’s books 

show
 old-fashioned trees forty feet tall. T

he book ends w
ith a glossary. 

 F
ruit by L

ynn M
. Stone 

 
 

 
 

 
 

       B
est for ages 5-7 

Price: $27.07 
ISB

N
13:978-1-60044-552-1 

 T
his beautifully photographed book about fruit is basic but accurate.  It is an excellent resource 

for any teacher trying to explain the difference betw
een a fruit and a vegetable. T

his book w
ould 

also be useful w
hen teaching pollination and seed developm

ent.    
 H
ooray for O

rchards! by B
obbie K

alm
an   

 
 

      B
est for ages 7-12 

Price: $7.95 
ISB

N
: 0-86505-667-6 

 
 

T
his book provides a nice overview

 of orchards and fruit production of m
any types.  It begins 

w
ith a description of various types of fruit and w

hich of those fruits are produced in orchards. 
Im

ages depict m
odern dw

arf varieties of apples, grafting, flow
ering and pollination, pruning, 

spraying, harvesting and processing.   W
hile the book does address pests and pest control, one of 

the shortcom
ings is the description near the end of the book on beneficial insects and pesticide 

use. T
he author over sim

plified a very com
plex issue. T

he book concludes w
ith a short glossary 

and recipe for apple crisp. T
his book is a w

ell w
ritten and illustrated source of inform

ation.  
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H
ow
 D
o A

pples G
row

 by B
etsy M

aestro  
 

 
 

 
     B

est for ages 5-10 
Price: $4.95 
ISB

N
: 0-06-445117-8 

 T
his w

ell-illustrated book detailing apple production can be used in a unit teaching about 
seasons, pollination, parts of the flow

er, honey production or just apples. It does an excellent job 
depicting the total process from

 dorm
ancy through apple harvest. A

 credible illustration of apple 
harvest depicts dw

arf apple trees, w
hich are the m

odern im
age of an orchard yet seen in very few

 
books of this type. T

his book is strongly recom
m

ended to teach about flow
er parts, pollination, 

fertilization and fruit grow
th. 

 H
ow
 D
o Y

ou R
aise a R

aisin? B
y Pam

 M
unoz R

yan  
 

 
     B

est for ages 5-10 
Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
: 1-57091-397-8 

 T
his funny and inform

ative book about this ancient food delivers a m
ulti-dim

ensional look at one 
of A

m
erica’s favorite healthy treats. T

he book explains how
 grapes becom

e raisins, w
ho 

introduced the seedless grape, raisins throughout history, nutrition, and the m
any uses for raisins 

besides snacks.  
 I L
ike B

erries by Jennifer Julius  
 

 
 

 
 

      B
est for A

ges 4-7 
Price: $4.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-23054-9 

 T
his early-reader book focuses on the foods that contain berries. It depicts straw

berries, 
blueberries, raspberries and blackberries w

ith text and products. It contains text about cranberries 
and red currants but photos only of cranberry sauce and currant jam

. T
he one glaring error is that 

the author confuses blackberries w
ith black raspberries. T

he text describes blackberries but the 
photo is of both black and red raspberries. O

n a previous page the photo includes blackberries 
along w

ith red raspberries. T
he book has a three-w

ord glossary. 
 I L
ike O

ranges  by R
obin Pickering   

 
 

 
 

      B
est for A

ges 4-7 
Price: $4.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-23011-5 

 W
hile the chapter designations in this book are very artificial, this is one of the best books of the 

series. It depicts the fruit grow
ing on trees and identifies it as a fruit. It also describes and depicts 

the structure of an orange and the process of m
aking juice. T

he book ends w
ith a nice glossary. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Johnny A
ppleseed: A

 T
all T

ale by Steven K
ellogg  

 
 

       B
est for ages 6-9 

Price: $16.99 
ISB

N
: 9-7806-8806417-4 

 W
hile this book has been in print since 1988, its story and artw

ork are tim
eless.  T

he w
ell know

n 
story of Johnny A

ppleseed is enhanced w
ith the author/artist’s com

plex and colorful illustrations.  
A

 great addition to any library, this book is also a great fictional introduction to the topic of 
apples.  A

s teachers w
eave folktales into their language arts instruction, this book is a m

ust.   
 M
y A

pple T
ree by D

avid B
aur 

 
 

 
 

 
      B

est for ages 4-7 
Price: $15.93 
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ISB
N

: 0-7368-5974-8 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-5974-5 

 Spanish/E
nglish E

dition 
ISB

N
: 0-7368-6010-X

 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-6101-9 

 T
his is an early reader book w

ith short statem
ent sentences in a large font. W

hile the content is 
m

inim
al this w

ould be a very good book for a teacher to use to begin to teach reading for 
content. T

he content and picture could be used to begin to teach about the life cycle and seasons 
in science.  T

he photographs enhance the text and depict m
odern dw

arf apple trees instead of 
old-fashioned 40-foot trees as so m

any books do. T
he Spanish/ E

nglish edition has the sentence 
in both Spanish and E

nglish on each page.  T
his is m

ost useful for teaching Spanish speaking 
children to learn E

nglish.  
 P
icking A

pples and P
um
pkins by A

m
y and R

ichard H
utchings  

 
        B

est for ages 5-7 
 Price: $3.95 
ISB

N
: 0-590-48456-7 

T
his book w

ould be a good one to read in the fall w
hen pum

pkins and apples are being 
harvested. H

arvest is really the only connection betw
een the tw

o. T
he very traditional text and 

im
ages depict a fam

ily w
ith a grandm

other taking a trip to the farm
 to harvest their ow

n apples 
and pum

pkins. A
 w

arning is needed to address the hazards of clim
bing in trees and reaching to 

pick fruit.   
 A
 Story about R

aisins by K
aren A

. A
dler  

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 5-7 

Price: $14.95 
ISB

N
: 0-9679772-3-1 

 T
his book for young readers gives a brief overview

 of raisins.  It describes a bit of their history, 
production and uses.  T

he book contains four sim
ple recipes that children can m

ake them
selves.  

T
he book also contains a C

D
 w

ith 3 songs. 
 T
he Story of O

range Juice by Lisa T
rum

bauer 
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 7-11 

Price: $15.93 
ISB

N
: 0-7368-5846-6 

ISB
N

13: 978-0-7368-5846-5 
 T

his early reader book has about three sentences per page. V
ocabulary w

ords are bold and a 
glossary defines those w

ords in the back of the book. T
he content is accurate and for an early 

reader book tells the story very w
ell. T

he text w
ould be very useful to teach life cycle, 

pollination, and pollinators using oranges as the topic. It also contains good nutritional 
inform

ation and could be used to teach a sequential process in m
eeting hum

an needs in social 
studies.   
 T
all and T

asty: F
ruit T

rees  by M
eredith Sayles H

ughes  
 

 
      B

est for ages 7-13 
Price: $26.60 
ISB

N
: 0-8225-2837-1 
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T
his book is packed w

ith inform
ation about apples, peaches, m

angoes, figs and citrus.  E
ach 

chapter exam
ines the discovery and m

igration of these plants as w
ell as their roles in cooking, 

technology and w
orld cultures. T

hrough a close-up look at planting, pollination, harvesting, and 
processing, readers w

ill also learn how
 fruit crops m

ake their w
ay from

 field to table. 
 U
p, U

p, U
p! Its A

pple-P
icking T

im
e by Jody Fickes Shapiro  

 
        B

est for ages 5-7      
Price: $21.26 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-82341-610-3 

 W
hile this book does have som

e content  lim
itations, it helps reconnect the non-farm

 public to 
the farm

.  T
he heartw

arm
ing tale of a fam

ily visiting the grandparent’s orchard to pick apples 
and picnic w

ill be a favorite w
ith children.  T

he inside cover of the book has illustrated versions 
of m

any apples, som
e com

m
on, others heirloom

 varieties.  A
s the book is used, please address 

that large full-grow
n apple trees are rarely seen on m

ost farm
s. N

ew
er dw

arf varieties are m
uch 

safer for pickers to harvest and yield a high quality fruit w
ith less energy and pest control 

chem
icals required. T

he one caution is that students need to be told that due to the dangers of E
. 

coli contam
ination, drop apples are no longer harvested for pressing into cider. T

hey should be 
left on the ground because insect dam

age, rodent and bird droppings contam
inate them

.  
    
W
e L
ove F

ruit by Fay R
obinson  

 
 

 
 

 
       B

est for ages 4-7 
Price: $4.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-46006-4 

 T
his early-reader book begins to teach students about fruit.  A

 few
 basic concepts are addressed 

superficially, w
hich is appropriate at this age level. T

he nice photos enhance the text. 
 W
hat’s for L

unch, B
anana  by Pam

 R
obson  

 
 

 
     B

est for A
ges 6-10 

Price: $18.52 
ISB

N
: 0-516-26217-3 

 A
s w

ith the other books in this series, the colorful, high-quality photographs com
plem

ent the text 
and tell half the story. T

he book accurately depicts planting bananas, banana grow
th, plant 

structure, harvesting, processing and ripening bananas.  T
he book concludes w

ith shipping 
bananas, fam

iliar foods m
ade from

 bananas and an excellent glossary.     
 A
 V
isit to the A

pple O
rchard by Patricia J. M

urphy 
 

 
B

est for A
ges 4-7 

Price: $19.93 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

ISB
N

13: 978-1-4296-0081-1  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
T

his book about the basics of apple production and packing is available in both an 
E

nglish/Spanish edition and E
nglish version. T

his recom
m

endation is the E
nglish/Spanish 

version. T
he colorful photos are accurate portrayals of m

odern apple production and enhance the 
basic text. T

he one shortcom
ing is that the one photo of a tractor depicted in the books does not 

have rollover protection. T
he book contains a glossary, Internet sites, and index in both E

nglish 
and Spanish. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 G
eneral 

 E
ating the A

lphabet: F
ruits and V

egetables from
 A
 to Z

 by L
ois E

hlert         B
est for ages 2-5 
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Price: 0-15-224435-2 
ISB

N
:  $16.00 

 In brilliant w
atercolor collages, L

ois E
hlert introduces young readers to a w

ide variety of fruits 
and vegetables from

 A
 to Z

. C
learly labeled and easy to identify, the collection includes favorites 

such as apples, bananas, potatoes and tom
atoes - as w

ell as som
e less com

m
on edibles like 

jalapeño peppers and radicchio. T
his book includes a glossary w

hich offers useful an interesting 
inform

ation about each fruit and vegetable.  
 T
he F

resh T
astes from

 the G
arden State by C

arol B
yrd-B

redbenner  
     B

est for ages 14 to  
Price: $32.00   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A
dult, and 

ISB
N

: 0-8135-3129-2  
 

 
 

 
 

 
     T

eacher R
eference 

 W
hile this book focuses on one state, N

ew
 Jersey, the content, recipes and photos cross those 

boundries and are suitable anyw
here.  E

ach chapter exam
ines a fruit, group of fruits or vegetable 

and describes its history, im
pact on culture, its nutrition and phyto-nutrition and how

 it is sold 
and used. M

odern production practices are illustrated and beautifully photographed. E
ach item

 of 
produce is depicted on the plant as it grow

s. 
 G
row

ing C
olors by B

ruce M
cM

illan  
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 2-5 
Price: $16.99 
ISB

N
: 0-688-07844-4 

 T
he w

onderful photographs of this book are designed to help teach m
ore about colors than plants 

but a skillful reader can use it to teach both.   
 L
an’s P

lant  by Sandy R
iggs   

 
 

 
 

 
       B

est for ages 5-7 
Price: $3.99 
ISB

N
: 0-7641-3287-3 

 R
eaders C

lubhouse presents a com
prehensive program

 for young readers that review
s the short-a 

vow
els and the short-e vow

els w
hile telling a story of a girl and her plant, how

 she cares for her 
plant and w

atches it grow
. 

 P
lant C

ycle by R
ay Jam

es 
 

 
 

 
 

 
      B

est for ages 5-7      
Price: $22.79 
ISB

N
: 1-60044-180-7 

 W
hile a very basic text, this book covers all appropriate inform

ation about seeds, germ
ination, 

flow
ering, and pollination. T

he excellent photographs enhance the lim
ited text and tell a good 

part of the m
essage.  V

arious dissem
ination m

ethods and adaptations to differing clim
ates are 

also included.  O
ne nice addition is the inclusion of trees and nuts, w

hich m
any books om

it.   
 A
ccurate A

g B
ooks P

rogram
 B
ook 2007 

A
 Seed in N

eed by Sam
 G

odw
in  

 
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 4-8 
Price: $22.60 
ISB

N
: 1-4048-0920-1 
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A
 first look at the plant cycle has never been so fun. In this book a colorful parade of inquisitive 

insects follow
s the progress of a sunflow

er seed in this first look at the life cycle of a sunflow
er. 

T
his book w

ould be a great accom
panim

ent for a lesson on planting seeds. 
 Seeds G

row
! by A

ngela Shelf M
edearis  

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 3-6 

Price: $3.99 
ISB

N
: 0-590-37974-7 

 B
asic plant germ

ination and grow
th is described in rhym

ing poetry. T
his colorful book by 

Scholastic is designed for early readers. W
ithout com

plex detail, germ
ination, plant grow

th, 
flow

ering and pollination are identified. A
ctivities in the back of the book are m

ost suitable for 
first graders or children w

ho have begun to read.  
 T
he T

iny Seed by E
ric C

arle  
 

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 4-7 

Price: $18.95 
ISB

N
: 0-88708-015-4 

 E
ric C

arle’s fanciful collages give this fictional story plenty for young children to view
.  

Intended m
ore as a book to interest children in nature, the book does contain som

e factual 
inform

ation for young children.   
 T
he T

rue H
istory of C

hocolate by Sophie C
oe and M

ichael C
oe 

          B
est for ages 12- A

dult 
Price: $21.95 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-500-28696-8 

 T
his thoroughly researched and engaging book details the story of chocolate.  It covers the early 

history of chocolate w
ith the O

lm
ecs, M

ayans and A
ztecs, its travel and success in E

urope, to 
today’s m

odern m
ass production. T

his is a scientific study of the social and cultural history of 
chocolate. T

he authors’ docum
entation and insights m

ake for a unique study of a m
ajor food as 

w
ell as providing insight into W

estern history of colonial rule, the R
enaissance and m

odern 
global trade.  T

he illustrations are w
onderful and greatly enhance an already superb text.     

  T
ops and B

ottom
s by Janet Stevens  

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 4-8 

Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
: 0-15-29285-10 

 U
nfortunately, it is virtually im

possible to avoid anthropom
orphication of anim

als in children’s 
fiction books.  In spite of that fact, w

e are recom
m

ending this book because of the inform
ation it 

delivers. B
ear and H

are are involved in a gardening project.  H
are, the book’s m

ain character, 
tricks his lazy colleagues into sharing crops w

hich only benefit the hard w
ork of the hare.  

D
uring the process children learn w

hich foods grow
 above the ground and w

hich grow
 below

 the 
ground, hence the title-tops and bottom

s. T
his is a great book to introduce gardening topics.  

 U
nderstanding P

hotosynthesis w
ith M

ax A
xiom

 by L
iam

 O
’D

onnell 
  B

est for ages 7-11 
Price: $25.95 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-6841-9 

 T
his colorful, com

ic-form
at book w

ill capture the attention of those students w
ith an interest in 

super heroes.  M
ax A

xiom
 is projected to be a super-hero scientist.  H

e explains photosynthesis 
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at an age-appropriate level. T
he one shortcom

ing of this book is w
hen it deviates from

 the topic 
and strays into the global w

arm
ing issue.  

 T
he Y

um
m
y A

lphabet B
ook: H

erbs, Spices and O
ther N

atural F
lavors by Jerry Pallotta 

Price: $16.95   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 4-8 

ISB
N

: 10-0-88106-898-5 
 In this subject-oriented alphabet book the light-hearted style of Pallotta is expressed through 
m

ysterious and inform
ative w

atercolors and creative alphabetic spice suggestions for cooks of all 
ages. T

his book is im
aginative in introducing spices and herbs from

 ginger and garlic to 
bearberry w

hich can only be eaten by bears.  
 W
hat is a P

lant?  by B
obbie K

alm
an  

 
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 7-12 

Price: $5.95 
ISB

N
: 0-86505-959-4 

 
 

T
his book provides a nice overview

 of plants.  It identifies plant characteristics, their structures, 
the function of those structures, adaptations that plants have m

ade to stay alive, how
 plants m

ake 
food, novel w

ays plants m
eet their nutritional needs, germ

ination, pollination and fertilization, 
seed dispersal and uses of seeds. It includes inform

ation on carnivorous and parasitic plants, 
vegetative reproduction, and forests. T

he book’s one serious shortcom
ing occurs at the end of the 

text. In the “T
hreats to Plants” section, the inform

ation under w
etlands and forests is a reiteration 

of com
m

only held environm
ental beliefs, several of w

hich have no scientific basis. T
he 

statem
ent that tropical rainforests are being cut dow

n to m
ake room

 for cattle ranches is the m
ost 

egregious. If this book is used, that is an area for discussion and to point out to students that just 
because a statem

ent is in print does not m
ake it true. (T

ropical forests are cut dow
n for a type of 

slash-and-burn agriculture w
hich cannot be sustained in fragile tropical soils. G

razing cattle is 
the last use of areas cleared w

hen no other crops can be produced.) It is unfortunate that the 
author did not stop before including this section of the book. 
 50 W

ords A
bout P

lants by D
avid and Patricia A

rm
entrout  

 
B

est for ages 4-8 
Price: $28.99 
ISB

N
13: 978-1-5895-2345-6 

 R
ather than a text this book is m

ore of an illustrated dictionary of plant term
s.  W

ell defined and 
accom

panied by excellent photographs, the w
ords included are an excellent representation of 

w
ords typical for plant production and scientific study.  W

hile very basic this is a good starting 
book to develop sound understandings of plants and science. 
 G
rains and G

rain F
oods 

 B
read and W

heat  
 B
read by E

ric T
reuille 

 
 

 
 

 
           B

est for ages 12-A
dult 

Price: $20.00 
ISB

N
: 978-0756-1889-6 
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T
his book m

oves beyond the basics of how
 bread is m

ade and explains how
 cultures interpret 

bread and how
 bread im

pacts culture. It explains and displays a w
ide variety of bread from

 
across the globe, explains the characteristic of each and som

etim
es w

hat its nam
e signifies. T

his 
is an updated, paperback edition of the book U

ltim
a
te B

rea
d. 

 B
read, B

read, B
read  by A

nn M
orris  

 
 

 
 

     B
est for ages 6-8  

Price: $15.99 
ISB

N
: 0-688-06334-9 

 T
his book shares the idea that people eat bread all around the w

orld and explores the form
s that 

bread takes in each of those cultures. A
s an early-reader book this book does not contain too 

m
uch detail but the excellent photographs help tell the story very w

ell. T
he index contains 

pictures and identifies w
here each type of bread originates.  

 B
read C

om
es to L

ife  by G
eorge L

evenson   
 

 
 

     B
est for ages 6-8  

Price: $15.99 
ISB

N
: 1-58246-114-7 

 T
his book shares the story of w

heat in a rhym
ing poem

 and excellent photographs. 
U

nfortunately, the effort to successfully com
plete the rhym

e precludes using m
odern production 

techniques in the telling. A
ccurate up to the baker sow

ing the seed in his back yard, the story 
includes hand harvesting and threshing the w

heat instead of the m
odern use of sow

ing seed in 
large fields using a seed drill and com

bine. W
hile the poem

 and im
ages are not technically 

incorrect, they are not m
odern. T

he best use of this book w
ould be as an accom

panim
ent w

ith 
another book that included m

odern im
ages. T

he index contains pictures and detailed descriptions 
and student centered activities.  
 B
read is for E

ating  by D
avid and Phyllis G

ershator 
 

     B
est for ages 6-8  

Price: $6.95 (paperback) 
ISB

N
: 0-8050-5798-6 

 W
hile this book does depict som

e stereotypical im
ages it does provide an accurate description of 

the story of w
heat. T

he story is colorfully illustrated using m
odern production techniques for the 

m
ost part as it takes the reader on a journey from

 field to m
eal. A

 nice addition is the bilingual 
text, introduction of Spanish w

ords, G
uatem

alan fold art and the depiction of a variety of peoples 
and the form

s their breads take.   
 E
verybody B

akes B
read by N

orah D
ooley   

 
 

 
     B

est for ages 5-8 
Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-87614-895-X

 
 O

n a rainy Saturday, w
hat is better to do than bake bread? C

arrie and her brother bicker so m
uch 

that their m
other sends C

arrie on a fool’s errand to borrow
 a rolling pin. People in each house 

she visits offer her a new
 kind of bread and by the tim

e she returns hom
e the bread is ready at her 

house. T
his tum

m
y w

arm
ing story is both inform

ational and fun for fam
ilies to enjoy together as 

each new
 kind of bread represents a household of a different culture.  

 E
verybody E

ats B
read by Janet R

eed 
 

 
 

 
      B

est for ages 4-7 
Price: $15.93 
ISB

N
: 0-7368-2909-1 
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ISB
N

13: 978-0-7368-2909-0 
 T

his is an early reader book w
ith short statem

ent sentences in a large font. W
hile the content is 

m
inim

al this w
ould be a very good book to use to begin to teach reading for content. T

he content 
and picture could be used to begin to teach about cultures and m

eeting hum
an needs in social 

studies. T
he photographs are excellent and enhance the text.  

 F
rom

 W
heat to B

read  by K
ristin T

hoennes K
eller   

 
 

B
est for ages 7-10 

Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-2638-9 

 
 

T
his is one in an excellent series of books depicting the various plant and anim

al sources of food 
and fibers. A

s an early reader book, the content is m
inim

al but fairly accurate. E
ach page has 

three to five sentences. T
he best feature of the book is that it begins w

ith depicting w
heat kernels 

and m
oves to harvesting w

heat. M
ost students and teachers have never seen w

heat seeds. T
he 

excellent photographs depict m
odern production and processing. T

he book ends w
ith w

heat 
w

eaving, a glossary, a recipe and recom
m

ended Internet sites. 
 F
rom

 W
heat to B

read  by Stacy T
aus-B

olstad 
 

 
 

B
est for ages 4-8 

Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
13: 978-0-8225-0715-4 

 
 

T
his is one in an excellent series of books depicting the various plant and anim

al sources of food 
and fibers. A

s an early reader book, the content is m
inim

al but fairly accurate. E
ach page has one 

to five sentences. T
he best feature of the book is that it begins w

ith planting a w
heat field as w

ell 
as harvesting one. T

his is rarely seen in children’s books or textbooks. T
he excellent photographs 

depict m
odern production and but the bread m

aking depicts m
uch m

ore old fashioned processes 
and equipm

ent. T
he book ends w

ith a glossary. 
 L
oaves of F

un by E
lizabeth H

arbison  
 

 
 

  
  B

est for ages 8-adult 
Price $14.95 
ISB

N
: 1-55652-311-4 

 T
he text of this book is m

uch better than its black-line illustrations. T
he illustrations are 

rudim
entary at best w

hile the text is w
ell researched and w

ritten. T
he book starts in 8000 B

.C
. in 

A
sia w

ith the first know
n use of a ground grain and w

ater m
ixture. It ends w

ith a look at a 
m

odern bakery today. Included are breads from
 m

any countries, cultures and celebrations.  
B

eyond bread, it includes recipes for poster paints, squeeze paints and play dough that use w
heat 

flour as an ingredient. T
he book ends w

ith a w
ell-developed glossary. 

 U
ltim

ate B
read by E

ric T
reuille and U

rsula Ferrigno  
 

           B
est for ages 12-A

dult  
Price: $20.00 
ISB

N
: 0-7894-3513-6 

 O
ther books m

ake the w
heat-to-bread connection for younger students. T

his book m
oves beyond 

that to display and explain how
 cultures interpret bread and how

 bread im
pacts culture. It 

explains and displays a w
ide variety of bread from

 across the globe, explains the characteristics 
of each and explains the area in w

hich it developed and som
etim

es w
hat its nam

e signifies.    
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W
heat (A

 T
rue B

ook) by E
laine L

andau  
 

 
 

 
      B

est for ages 7-13  
Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-26792-2 

 A
s w

ith the other books w
ritten by this author this text provides an accurate and com

prehensive 
look at w

heat.  From
 the early cultivation of w

heat over 17,000 years ago through m
odern 

culture today, the text and photos tell w
heat’s story.  T

he author has even depicted and described 
the m

illing process. T
he author does a good job describing the six classes of w

heat and the 
difference betw

een w
inter and spring w

heat.  T
he one sm

all flaw
 appears in the caption of a 

photo w
hich identifies large round bales of w

heat straw
 as bales of hard red w

inter w
heat.  T

he 
book ends w

ith a good glossary. 

 C
orn and C

orn F
oods  

 B
urro’s T

ortillas by T
erry Fields 

 
 

 
 

 
 B

est for ages 5-7 
Price: $8.95 
ISB

N
13: 978-934359-18-1 

 T
his is a tortilla version of the little red hen’s story of bread m

aking from
 w

heat but here the 
burro m

ake tortillas from
 corn. T

he story follow
s the sam

e pattern that none of the characters but 
the burro is interested in helping w

hen there is w
ork to be done but they are interested in eating 

the product of that w
ork. W

hile w
e usually do not recom

m
end books that anthropom

orphize 
anim

als, in this instance the accuracy of the process w
arrants that w

e include this book. T
he book 

concludes w
ith classroom

-appropriate student activities and instructions for m
aking tortillas.  

 C
orn (A

 T
rue B

ook)  by E
laine L

andau  
 

 
 

 
      B

est for ages 7-13 
Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-26759-0 

 T
his excellent book takes a thorough look at corn by providing high quality, sound inform

ation 
in both text and im

age. It provides a com
prehensive overview

 of types of corn and their uses, 
how

 and w
here corn grow

s, the history of corn, and the uses of corn for food and m
ore. T

he book 
provides text and photos w

hich describe using corn in both food and non-food item
s and even the 

m
ost surprising uses. It also includes a section on corn breeding and its use in creating renew

able 
fuels and biodegradable plastics. T

he book ends w
ith a good glossary. 

 C
orn  by G

ail G
ibbons 

 
 

 
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 7-11 

Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-8234-2169-5 

 A
s w

ith m
ost of the books developed by G

ail G
ibbons this one depicts the agricultural 

inform
ation correctly. T

he artw
ork is sim

ple but correct. U
nlike m

ost books about corn this book 
describes the difference betw

een the four m
ajor types of corn and provides further descriptors of 

their individual uses. It is unique in that it depicts the corn silk as the pollen tube that it is and an 
illustration show

s the process of fertilization of a single kernel on an ear. It also depicts the 
m

ultitude of w
ays in w

hich corn is used in a variety of food and non-food item
s. If there could be 

only one book on corn purchased for a school this could be the book that w
e recom

m
end. 
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C
orn by L

isa T
rum

bauer 
 

 
 

 
 

 
      B

est for ages 7-11 
Price: $15.93 
ISB

N
: 0-7368-5846-6 

ISB
N

13: 978-0-7368-5846-5 
 T

his is an early reader book w
ith about three sentences per page. V

ocabulary w
ords are bold and 

a glossary defines those w
ords in the back of the book. T

he content is accurate and for an early 
reader book tells the story very w

ell. T
he text deals w

ith corn’s origins but is not quite accurate 
here. It states that corn grew

 w
ild and N

ative A
m

ericans learned how
 to use it. T

his is not the 
case. C

orn w
as developed by hum

ans from
 its w

ild ancestors. T
hat is the only technical 

inaccuracy and is a relatively m
inor one.  

 F
rom

 C
orn to C

ereal by R
oberta B

asel 
 

  
 

 
    B

est for ages 7-10 
Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-4284-6 

 
T

his is one of the best books in an excellent series of books depicting the various plant and 
anim

al sources of food and fibers. A
s an early reader book, the content is short but fairly 

accurate. E
ach page has three to five sentences. It does a very com

plete depiction from
 seed to 

consum
er. A

ll of the im
ages are of m

odern farm
 equipm

ent and m
odern processing operations. 

T
he photos in this book greatly enhance the text. T

he grow
ing cornfield is so vibrant one can 

alm
ost hear the rustle of leaves in the breeze and the sw

eet corny sent that surrounds a cornfield 
on a hot and hum

id day. T
he book ends w

ith a page on the C
orn Palace of South D

akota, a 
glossary, recipe, and recom

m
ended Internet sites. 

 F
rom

 K
ernel to C

orn by R
obin N

elson 
 

 
 

 
B

est for ages 4-8 
Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
13: 978-0-8225-0944-8 

 T
his is one in an excellent series of books depicting the various plant and anim

al sources of food 
and fibers that com

e from
 plants and anim

als. A
s an early reader book, the content is m

inim
al 

but fairly accurate. E
ach page has one to five sentences. T

he im
age of a farm

er plow
ing a field is 

not accurate but the rest of the book is fairly sound in im
age and text. It depicts sw

eet corn 
production from

 seedling to consum
er. T

here is an excellent page describing w
hy farm

ers use 
pesticides to control w

eeds and insects that com
pete w

ith and/or dam
age crops.  

 F
rom

 K
ernel to C

orncob by E
llen W

eiss  
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 4-7 
Price: $19.99 
ISB

N
13:978-0-531-18536-0  

 E
ach of the books in this series by the sam

e author begins w
ith vocabulary w

ords and 
photographs depicting the m

eaning of the w
ords. It identifies the term

 in bold letters and 
instructs the reader to look for the w

ord in the text in its bold form
at. A

s a result this is a great 
vocabulary builder and reading-for-content book. E

ach page has three to five sentences and the 
facing page has an excellent photograph w

ith a caption. T
he content covers how

 corn is grow
n 

and harvested. T
his is the w

eakest book of the series. U
nfortunately, it never explains that sw

eet 
corn and field corn are different and used differently. It uses the im

ages of each interchangeably. 
It does not show

 field corn dried dow
n nor m

echanical harvesting. A
lso, the sequence of photos 

in this book does not accurately accom
pany the text the w

ay the other books in the series do. 
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E
ither the author should have just depicted sw

eet corn and left out any references to field corn or 
she should have explained the difference and included m

ore inform
ation about field corn, its uses 

and production. T
he book ends w

ith the corn life cycle and a glossary.   
 I L
ike C

orn by R
obin Pickering  

 
 

 
 

 
B

est for A
ges 4-7 

Price: $4.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-23009-3 

 T
his early-reader book provides basic inform

ation about corn. It does not differentiate betw
een 

sw
eet corn and field corn but discusses both as food, a problem

 on tw
o levels. T

he text describes 
corn as a vegetable. W

e eat sw
eet corn as a vegetable but is (botanically) a fruit. O

n the other 
hand, field corn is considered a grain. T

his book nicely depicts corn grow
ing, one m

ethod of 
irrigation, corn in the husk, on the cob, tam

ale m
aking, and foods m

ade w
ith corn. T

he book ends 
w

ith a nice glossary. 
 P
opcorn by E

laine L
andau  

 
 

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 5-9 

Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
: 1-57091-443-5 

 Join the zany popcorn-loving raccoon on a journey through the history and science of popcorn. 
Y

ou’ll learn w
here archaeologists found 5,600 year old ears of popcorn, how

 a hard little kernel 
turns into a fluffy snack and m

uch m
ore! W

hile the book is a bit silly, it encom
passes everything 

you ever w
anted to know

 about popcorn. T
ake the opportunity to have children seek out the 

ridiculous im
ages and correct them

 as you read the book. (H
int: T

he Pilgrim
s did not w

atch 
football on television at the first T

hanksgiving.) 
 T
he P

opcorn B
ook by T

om
ie de Paola  

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 5-9 

Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-8234-0533-8 

 T
his engaging book entertains as it instructs. D

esigned as a quick and fun overview
 of popcorn, 

m
ost of the inform

ation is accurate. T
he one exception is that the description of Indians holding 

an ear of popcorn over a fire on a stick is untrue. A
s A

m
erican Indians pointed out w

hen 
review

ing the book, it is absurd to believe anyone w
ould pop corn in this w

ay. A
s the kernels 

popped they w
ould fly all over the place and be lost as a food. T

his can be used as a teachable 
m

om
ent to students to instruct them

 that just because som
ething is w

ritten does not guarantee its 
accuracy. 
 T
he Story of C

orn by B
etty Fussel 

 
 

 
 

          B
est for ages 12- A

dult 
Price: $16.47 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-8263-3592-6 

 L
argely a look at the history of corn and its im

pact on the w
orld, this book docum

ents corn from
 

its earliest roots to today. T
he author exam

ines the cultural influences and w
ays that corn has 

been w
oven into the culture of earlier A

m
erican societies and the culture of today’s civilizations. 

W
hile the book m

ainly discusses field corn there is a bit about popcorn and sw
eet corn. C

orn as 
hum

an food, anim
al feed, converted into alcohol, and now

 as a renew
able fuel, this book 

addresses each area w
ith factual discernm

ent not rose-colored glasses. Perhaps of particular 
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interest to those learning about M
eso-A

m
erican cultures, the author w

eaves text illustration, 
poetry and photos throughout the book.     
 F
rom

 W
heat to P

asta by R
obert E

gan  
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 6-9 
Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-26069-3   

 T
he excellent photographs beautifully illustrate this story from

 the w
heat to the finished m

eal. 
T

he photos and story depict grow
ing w

heat, com
bining w

heat, grain elevators, m
illing flour, and 

m
aking pasta. T

he book closes w
ith photos and descriptions of six different types of pasta. 

 G
lorious G

rasses, T
he G

rains  by M
eredith Sayles H

ughes  
 

    B
est for ages 10-18 

Price: $26.60 
ISB

N
: 978-0822-5283-19 

 T
his series provides a w

ealth of inform
ation on each topic. It covers seven m

ajor grains in a 
fairly com

plete fashion. T
he first tw

o-thirds of the book are dedicated to the three m
ajor grains: 

w
heat, rice and corn.   

 W
hat’s for L

unch, R
ice by Pam

 R
obson  

 
 

 
 

     B
est for A

ges 6-10 
Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-26224-6 

 R
epresentative of rice production w

orldw
ide, the book depicts planting seed rice through harvest 

and consum
ption. A

lthough a bit confusing, photos of the high-tech m
ethod of rice production of 

the U
nited States are interspersed w

ith those of the hand-labor production m
ethods in developing 

countries. T
his is the w

eakest book in the series but recom
m

ended because of a lack of any other 
book depicting m

odern rice production. T
he book m

entions insect dam
age and the need for 

chem
ical intervention but the photo accom

panying the text is of fertilizer application by hand. It 
concludes w

ith fam
iliar foods m

ade from
 rice and an excellent glossary.     

 L
egum

es 
 I L
ike P

eanuts by Jennifer Julius  
 

 
 

 
 

     B
est for A

ges 4-7 
Price: $4.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-23058-1 

 A
s w

ith other books in this early reader series, this book focuses m
ost on products m

ade from
 

peanuts.  It has a nice photos of peanuts still attached to the plant and m
akes it clear that the 

peanuts develop underground. T
hat process is not discussed.  It also m

akes clear that peanuts are 
not a nut in a w

oody husk or shell, but a seed in a pod. T
he book ends w

ith a nice glossary. 
 F
rom

 P
eanut to P

eanut B
utter by K

ristin T
hoennes K

eller 
 

     B
est for ages 7-10 

Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-2637-2 

 T
his is one in an excellent series of books depicting the various plant and anim

al sources of food 
and fibers. A

s an early reader book, the content is short but fairly accurate. E
ach page has three 

to five sentences.  It does a very com
plete depiction from

 seed to consum
er. A

ll of the im
ages are 
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of m
odern farm

 equipm
ent and m

odern processing operations.  T
he book ends w

ith a page on 
G

eorge W
ashington C

arver, a glossary, recipe, and recom
m

ended Internet sites. 
 F
rom

 P
eanut to P

eanut B
utter by R

obin N
elson 

 
 

 
B

est for ages 4-8 
Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
13: 978-0-8225-0944-8 

 T
his is one in an excellent series of books depicting the various plant and anim

al sources of food 
and fibers. A

s an early reader book, the content is m
inim

al but fairly accurate.  E
ach page has 

one to five sentences. T
his is one of the best books in the series and w

hile it does not show
 the 

peanuts grow
ing underground it does depict the w

hole plant w
ith the peanuts attached at the 

roots, harvesting, sorting, roasting and peanut butter m
aking. T

he book ends w
ith a glossary. 

 Seed to P
eanut by O

liver S. O
w

en  
 

 
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 7-12 

Price: $22.78 
ISB

N
: 1-56239-489-4 

 T
his story tells about peanuts from

 A
 to Z

.  It provides the history of the peanut, its structure and 
grow

ing habits, peanut farm
ing, G

eorge W
ashington C

arver, the use of peanuts, and how
 to grow

 
peanuts in a 25 pages of text. T

he book contains an excellent glossary. E
xcellent photographs 

and illustrations enhance the inform
ation presented. 

 Spill the B
eans and P

ass the P
eanuts, L

egum
es by M

eredith Sayles H
ughes  

 
 

 
 

 
 

      
 

 
 

 
 

    B
est for ages 10-18  

Price: $26.60 
ISB

N
: 0-8225-2834-7 

 T
his series provides a w

ealth of inform
ation on several types of legum

es. T
he book covers 

peanuts, lentils, peas, and beans. E
ach chapter covers the vegetable’s history, sources, production 

m
ethods, and uses. In som

e cases, nutritional benefits are addressed.   
 T
he Super Soybean  by R

aym
ond B

ial 
 

 
 

 
     B

est for ages 7-12 
Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
-10: 0-807-57549-6  

ISB
N

-13: 978-0807575499 
 T

his book captures the A
-Z

 of soybeans. From
 seed to harvest the photos and text depict how

 
soybeans are grow

n, harvested, chipped, and m
arketed. U

nlike m
any other books about food 

crops this one also describes how
 soybeans are used for other purposes like crayons, ink, fuel, 

plastics, and soap. T
he readers w

ill learn that the U
nited States produces m

ore soybeans than any 
other country – over 3 billion bushels per year. T

he book also describes the history and origins of 
the soybean in C

hina and how
 they cam

e to grow
 in the U

nited States so plentifully. E
arly 

advocates and researchers included G
eorge W

ashington C
arver and H

enry Ford. T
he excellent 

photographs nicely com
plem

ent the accurate text.   
 P
um
pkins 

 See A
lso: P

icking A
pples and P

um
pkins under the Fruits heading. 

 



 
54

F
rom

 Seed to P
um
pkin by W

endy Pfeffer   
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 4-7 

Price: $15.99 
ISB

N
: 0-06-028038-7 

 It is unfortunate that this w
onderful book has to open w

ith the farm
er standing in bib-overalls 

w
ith a hoe in his had and a straw

 hat on his head. T
hree for three stereotypes on the first page of 

a book is an unusual negative accom
plishm

ent. It is unfortunate because the rest of the book is 
w

onderful. It accurately depicts germ
ination; pum

pkin plants grow
ing and flow

ering; pollination 
by bees; young pum

pkins grow
ing; larger pum

pkins grow
ing and still green; pum

pkins changing 
colors; and uses for pum

pkins. In fact, unlike alm
ost all other books about pum

pkins, this one is 
accurate. T

hat is w
hy w

e are recom
m

ending it in spite of the stereotypes. Please address that 
w

hen using this book. 
 T
he P

um
pkin B

ook by G
ail G

ibbons  
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 5-9 
Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-8234-1465-5 

 T
his is one of the few

 pum
pkin books that explains that pum

pkins are a m
em

ber of the squash 
fam

ily, and that there are different varieties and each has a different purpose. A
s w

ith her other 
books, G

ail does a great job of getting the inform
ation correct. T

his book provides a nice 
overview

 of how
 pum

pkins are grow
n, their history, uses, and it includes a few

 fun activities. 
 P
um
pkin C

ircle by G
eorge L

evinson  
 

 
 

 
 B

est for ages 4-6 
Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-8075-6666-7 

 T
his book contains m

ore excellent photographs of the life cycle of the pum
pkin than any other 

book on any topic. T
he poetry of the text w

inds in and around these photographs like the tendrils 
of a pum

pkin vine, snaring your im
agination and trapping your interest in w

here the story w
ill 

lead. U
nlike m

ost books this one truly tells the story of the life cycle as a cycle com
plete w

ith 
seeds for the next crop and the decom

position of the pum
pkin back into the soil.   

 P
um
pkin Jack by W

ill H
ubbell  

 
 

 
 

 
        B

est for ages 5-8 
Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-8075-6666-7 

 Join Jack in his voyage of discovery as he experiences death, decom
position and rebirth as his 

Jack-o-lantern fades, rots and new
 plants grow

 from
 a seed left inside the pum

pkin shell.  T
hat 

seed sprouts and the grow
th leads to a new

 crop of pum
pkins. 

  P
um
pkins by Jacqueline Farm

er  
 

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 4-8 

Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
: 1-57091-557-1 

 From
 H

allow
een jack-o-lanterns to T

hanksgiving pie, pum
pkins brighten up autum

n days in so 
m

any w
ays. T

his book discusses w
here pum

pkins com
e from

, w
hy w

e carve them
 on H

allow
een, 

and how
 to m

ake pum
pkin pie. T

his book brings you facts about pum
pkins and can help to teach 

geography, history, nutrition, and life sciences. 
 T
oo M

any P
um
pkins by L

inda W
hite  

 
 

 
 

       B
est for A

ges 4-8 
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Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-8234-1320-9 

 T
his colorful w

ork of fiction w
ill charm

 the students w
ho hear it or read it.  In the process they 

w
ill learn that pum

pkins grow
 from

 seeds, that pum
pkin plant grow

s as a vine, that pum
pkins are 

harvested in the fall and the m
any uses of pum

pkins as food and decorations.   
 Sugar and Syrup 
 F
rom

 C
ane to Sugar  by R

oberta B
asel 

 
      

 
 

B
est for ages 7-10 

Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-4283-9 

 T
his is another in an excellent series of books depicting the various plant and anim

al sources of 
food and fibers. A

s an early reader book, the content is short but fairly accurate. E
ach page has 

three to five sentences.  It does a very com
plete depiction from

 cane to consum
er. A

ll of the 
im

ages are of m
odern farm

 equipm
ent and m

odern processing operations. Particular attention is 
paid to the total sugar m

aking process. A
 few

 of the photographs are com
m

on in several books 
but this book has additional im

ages that clarify the sugar-m
aking process. T

his book depicts 
sugar m

aking from
 sugar cane but also includes sugar beets.  T

he book ends w
ith a glossary and 

index. 
 F
rom

 C
ane to Sugar by Jill B

raithw
aite 

 
      

 
 

B
est for ages 5-7 

Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-2637-2 

 T
his is one in an excellent series of books depicting the various plant and anim

al sources of food 
and fibers. A

s an early reader book, the content is short but fairly accurate. E
ach page has one to 

five sentences.  It does a very com
plete depiction from

 cane to consum
er. A

ll of the im
ages are 

of m
odern farm

 equipm
ent and m

odern processing operations. Particular attention is paid to the 
total sugar-m

aking process.  T
he book ends w

ith a glossary and index. 
 F
rom

 M
aple T

ree to M
aple Syrup by K

ristin T
hoennes K

eller 
 

     B
est for ages 7-10 

Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
13: 978-0-8225-1390-0 

 T
his is one in an excellent series of books depicting the various plant and anim

al sources of food 
and fibers. A

s an early reader book, the content is short but fairly accurate.  E
ach page has one to 

five sentences. U
nlike the next book on the list, this book depicts both bucket and m

odern 
collection of sap. It does a very com

plete description from
 tree to consum

er. T
he book ends w

ith 
a glossary, recipe, and recom

m
ended Internet sites. 

  F
rom

 M
aple T

ree to Syrup by M
elanie M

itchell 
 

 
 

   B
est for ages 4-8 

Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-2634-1 

 T
his is one in an excellent series of books depicting the various plant and anim

al sources of food 
and fibers. A

s an early reader book, the content is m
inim

al but fairly accurate.  E
ach page has 
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one to five sentences.  T
he m

ajor flaw
 in the book is that the im

ages of collecting sap are all w
ith 

buckets – the old fashioned w
ay to do this.  T

here is one picture that depicts the m
odern system

 
but is not addressed. T

he best feature of this book is it depicts a new
ly planted sugar bush not 

m
ore than a year or tw

o old. T
his fosters the concept of trees as a renew

able resource. T
he book 

ends w
ith a glossary. 

 Sugar (A
 T
rue B

ook) by E
laine L

andau  
 

 
 

      
 B

est for ages 7-13 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-5162-1027-8 

 A
s w

ith the other books w
ritten by this author, this text provides an accurate and com

prehensive 
look at sugar from

 both sugar cane and sugar beets.  From
 the early cultivation of sugar in India 

and C
hina and other sw

eet sources around the w
orld to the introduction of the sugar to the 

A
m

ericas and A
frica to m

odern culture today, the text and photos tell sugar’s story. T
his book 

m
oves beyond basic reader level and presents the com

plex story of sugar in a very 
com

prehensive m
anner. T

he book ends w
ith a good glossary and recom

m
endations for other 

books and W
eb sites.  

 T
rees, F

orestry and W
ood P

roducts 
 C
hristm

as T
ree F

arm
 by A

nn Purm
ell 

 
    

 
 

B
est for ages 7-13 

Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-8234-1886-2 

 T
his book exam

ines the production and m
arketing of C

hristm
as trees. It begins w

ith harvest on a 
fam

ily-ow
ned C

hristm
as tree farm

 but progresses to planting tree seedlings in the spring.  It 
includes tree trim

m
ing and the benefits of a tree farm

 to w
ildlife.   T

his is a very com
prehensive 

look at C
hristm

as tree farm
ing 

 F
orestry by Jane D

rake, A
nn Love and Pat C

upples  
 

    B
est for ages 7-14 

Price: $5.95 
ISB

N
13: 978-1-5533-7423-7 

 T
his book exam

ines com
m

ercial forestry – the processes and benefits. It includes research and 
developm

ent, raising seedlings, planting trees, forest fires, tree farm
ing, clear cutting, m

arking 
trees, logging, rem

oving trees in challenging locations, lum
ber m

ills, and paperm
aking then ends 

w
ith w

ildlife habitat.  T
his is a very com

prehensive look at forestry.  
 F
rom

 T
ree to P

aper by Pam
 M

arshall 
 

 
 

 
B

est for ages 4-8 
Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
: 0-8225-0720-X

 
 T

his is one in an excellent series of books depicting the various plant and anim
al sources of food 

and fibers. A
s an early reader book, the content is m

inim
al but fairly accurate.  E

ach page has 
one to five sentences.  T

he best feature of the book is that it begins w
ith replanting a forest. T

his 
fosters the concept of trees as a renew

able resource.  T
he excellent photographs depict m

odern 
production and processing from

 tree to paper. T
he book ends w

ith a glossary. 
 F
rom

 T
ree to T

able by Jill B
raithw

aite  
 

 
 

 
B

est for ages 4-8 
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Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
: 0-8225-0947-4 

 T
his is one in an excellent series of books depicting the various plant and anim

al sources of food 
and fibers.. A

s an early reader book, the content is m
inim

al but fairly accurate.  E
ach page has 

one to five sentences.  T
he best feature of the book is that it begins w

ith replanting a forest. T
his 

fosters the concept of trees as a renew
able resource.  T

his book is w
eaker than the previous text 

and depicts m
uch m

ore old fashioned processes and equipm
ent.  T

he book ends w
ith a glossary. 

 2007 B
ook of the Y

ear 
T
he T

ree F
arm

er by C
huck L

eavell and N
icholas C

ravotta  
 

      B
est for ages 6-14 

Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
: 1-893622-16-9 

 T
his is the story of a tree farm

er, his love of the land and his appreciation for the beauty of trees 
and forests. A

s he shares that love, he is challenged by his grandson to explain how
 he can grow

 
beautiful trees only to cut them

 dow
n. R

eady to m
eet that challenge, the tree farm

er shares his 
know

ledge and understanding of trees as a renew
able resource. H

e also shares his love of the 
products trees provide and how

 they touch the souls of the people w
hose lives they grace. T

he 
author (R

olling Stones’ keyboardist C
huck L

eavell) shares his second life as a tree farm
er. T

his 
is a book that shares a farm

er’s love of the land and w
ise use of its resources. It reaches out to 

touch the heart of the reader in a w
ay few

 accurate books about agriculture do. M
ost books 

connect to the public’s feelings only w
hen they are tearing dow

n agriculture or m
odern 

agricultural practices. T
his is exactly the type of book w

e need to reconnect the public to those 
w

ho produce their food, forest and renew
able fuels products.  

 V
egetables 

 B
uried T

reasure, R
oots and T

ubers by M
eredith Sayles H

ughes   
    B

est for ages 10-16 
Price: $26.60 
ISB

N
: 0-8225-2830-4 

 T
his series provides a w

ealth of inform
ation on each topic. D

iscussing foods that grow
 in the 

ground can be tricky because som
e are roots, som

e m
odified stem

s, som
e leaves, etc. T

his book 
handles those issues nicely by just addressing roots and tubers. T

he book covers five topics in 
som

e detail the last of w
hich is divided into three root crops.      

 F
rom

 E
ye to P

otato by E
llen W

eiss   
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 4-7 

Price: $19.99 
ISB

N
13:978-0-531-18535-3  

 E
ach of the books in this series by the sam

e author begins w
ith vocabulary w

ords and 
photographs depicting the m

eaning of the w
ords. It identifies the term

 in bold letters and 
instructs the reader to look for the w

ord in the text in its bold form
at. A

s a result this is a great 
vocabulary builder and reading for content book. E

ach page has three to five sentences and the 
facing page has an excellent photograph w

ith a caption. T
he content covers how

 potatoes are 
grow

n and harvested. It does not show
 m

echanical harvesting. T
hat is one flaw

. T
he book also 

describes how
 potatoes are grow

n from
 potato sections term

ed seed potatoes but then describes 
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and displays the fruit of the potato and seed w
ithout explaining that the seed is only used to breed 

potatoes not grow
 them

 com
m

ercially. T
he book ends w

ith the potato life cycle and a glossary. 
 F
rom

 T
om
atoes to K

etchup by R
oberta B

asel 
 

  
 

B
est for ages 7-10 

Price: $19.95  
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7368-4286-1 

 
T

his is another great book in an excellent series of books depicting the various plant and anim
al 

sources of food and fibers. A
s an early reader book, the content is short but fairly accurate. E

ach 
page has three to five sentences. It does a very com

plete depiction from
 the grow

ing plant to the 
processed product. A

ll of the im
ages are of m

odern farm
 equipm

ent and m
odern processing 

operations. T
he photos in this book greatly enhance the text. T

he book ends w
ith a page on, a 

glossary, recipe, and recom
m

ended Internet sites. 
 G
reen P

ow
er, L

eaf and F
low

er V
egetables by M

eredith Sayles H
ughes      B

est for ages 10-18 
Price: $26.60 
ISB

N
: 0-8225-2839-8 

 T
his series provides a w

ealth of inform
ation on each topic.  T

he book covers cabbage, broccoli, 
artichokes, spinach, B

elgian endive, and lettuce.  E
ach chapter covers the vegetable’s history, 

sources, production m
ethods and uses. In som

e cases, issues w
ith the crop are presented, in 

others, nutritional benefits are addressed.   
 G
row

ing V
egetable Soup by L

ois E
hlert  

 
 

 
 

B
est for ages 2-5 

Price: $6.00 
ISB

N
: 0-15-232575-1 

 T
his colorful book is designed to capture the attention of young children and interest them

 in 
gardens. T

he bright (florescent) colors and shapes w
ill capture the attention of m

ost preschool 
children. 
 T
he L

ife C
ycle of a B

ean  by L
inda T

agliaferro  
 

 
     

   B
est for ages 4-7  

(G
ail Saunders-Sm

ith Ph.D
, C

onsulting E
ditor).  

ISB
N

13: 978-0-7368-6714-6. 
 T

his early reader book captures the developm
ent of the green snap bean from

 seed through 
germ

ination, grow
th, flow

er developm
ent and pollination and on to seed developm

ent.  It does 
not depict com

m
ercial green bean production but focuses on the grow

th of a few
 plants.  T

his 
w

ould be an excellent book to teach about the life cycle of a plant. T
he book includes a glossary, 

recom
m

ended reading list and suggested Internet sites.  
 T
he L

ife C
ycle of a C

arrot  by L
inda T

agliaferro  
 

 
        

   B
est for ages 4-7  

(G
ail Saunders-Sm

ith Ph.D
, C

onsulting E
ditor).  

ISB
N

13: 978-0-7368-6714-6. 
 A

s w
ith other books in this series, this early reader book captures the developm

ent of a carrot 
from

 seed through germ
ination, grow

th, flow
er developm

ent and pollination and on to seed 
developm

ent. U
nfortunately, it m

ixes w
ild carrot (Q

ueen A
nne’s L

ace) w
ith dom

esticated carrot 
production. It also refers to pulling carrots out of the ground. T

his is a bit m
isleading since m

ost 
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carrots need to be dug since pulling w
ould only result in breaking off the foliage in all but the 

softest of soils. T
he book includes a glossary, recom

m
ended reading list and suggested Internet 

sites.  
 I L
ike P

otatoes by Jennifer Julius  
 

 
 

 
 

       B
est for ages 5-7 

Price: $4.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-23134 

 T
his early-reader book gives the basics about potatoes. It focuses m

ainly on how
 potatoes are 

cooked and eaten rather than grow
ing or history. 

 L
ettuce Introduce Y

ou by L
aura Purdie Salas 

 
 

 
B

est for ages 4-7 
ISB

N
 13: 978-1-4296-1703-1 

 T
his fun assortm

ent of poetry explores different poem
 form

ats and nutrition at the sam
e tim

e.  
R

ead to the youngest children they w
ill find delight in hum

or and am
using pictures as w

ell as the 
clever w

ord use. 
  P
lant P

lum
bing: A

 B
ook about R

oots and Stem
s by Susan B

lackaby  
        B

est for ages 7-9      
Price: $21.26 
ISB

N
: 1-4048-0109-X

 
 W

hile the illustrations of this book detract from
 its overall appeal, the content is excellent. T

he 
book’s focus on roots and stem

s is an unusual approach. T
he author explains the role of roots and 

stem
s, the tw

o types of roots, stem
s found both above and below

 ground, function of their 
structures and how

 both help plants survive. It also includes a depiction of a seed germ
inating 

and som
e sim

ple experim
ents. Included at the back of the book are a few

 W
eb sites and four 

additional books to read on the subjects. 
 P
lant Stem

s and R
oots by D

avid M
. Schw

artz  
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 5-7  

Price: $2.99 
ISB

N
: 0-8368-2581-0 

 T
his early-reader book gives the basics about plant roots and stem

s w
ithout too m

uch detail. T
he 

right-hand side of the page gives a clue (som
etim

es a strange one) as to w
hat the reader w

ill find 
w

hen the page is turned.   
 P
otato by L

arry Z
uckerm

an 
 

 
 

 
                  B

est for ages 13- A
dult 

Price: $15.00 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-86547-578-6 

 T
his engaging book details the story of how

 this hum
ble vegetable had an enorm

ous im
pact on 

the W
estern w

orld.  It covers history from
 11,000 B

.C
. to today, w

ith a special em
phasis on the 

tim
e period from

 the 1700s through W
orld W

ar 1. T
his is not a scientific study but rather a social 

history. T
he author’s docum

entation and insights m
ake for a unique study of a m

ajor food.   
 T
aking R

oot  by A
llan Fow

ler  
 

 
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 5-7 

Price: $4.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-27058-3 
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T
his early-reader book begins to teach children about roots.  R

oots used for food are explored 
along w

ith other root functions.  T
he inform

ation is lim
ited but appropriate for this age level. 

 T
om
atoes (A

 T
rue B

ook) by E
laine L

andau  
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 7-13 

Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-26773-6 

 A
s w

ith the other books w
ritten by this author, this text provides an accurate and com

prehensive 
look at the subject.  From

 the early cultivation of tom
atoes by the A

ztecs to the introduction of 
the tom

ato to E
urope by the Spanish C

onquistadors and m
odern culture today, the text and 

photos tell tom
ato’s story.  T

he author has even depicted and described backyard, greenhouse 
and large scale tom

ato production.  T
he story of processing the tom

ato into a variety of products 
is enhanced by including the rise of the C

am
pbell Soup C

om
pany. T

he book ends w
ith a good 

glossary.  
 T
om
atoes, P

otatoes, C
orn and B

eans by Sylvia A
. Johnson  

           B
est for ages 12-A

dult 
Price: $16.00 
ISB

N
: 0-689-80141-6 

 T
his excellent book describes how

 foods from
 N

orth and South A
m

erica changed eating around 
the w

orld.  It focuses on corn, beans, peppers, peanuts, potatoes, tom
atoes, and chocolate but also 

includes other foods that originated in the A
m

ericas.  C
an you im

agine Italian food w
ithout the 

tom
ato? Indian curries w

ithout the pepper? G
erm

an or Irish food w
ithout the potato? C

orn is 
now

 the m
ost w

idely grow
n grain in the w

orld. T
his book details the history of those transitions 

and is illustrated w
ith historic artw

ork and m
odern photos.  For anyone w

ishing to understand the 
real gold found in A

m
erica, this book is an essential read. 

 T
he U

gly V
egetables by G

race L
in   

 
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 6-9 

Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
: 0-88106-336-3 

 T
his fiction book is a good introduction to m

ulticulturalism
 and the benefits of differences. A

 
little girl is distressed by the ugly vegetables her m

other is grow
ing in their garden. T

he 
neighbors w

ere all grow
ing pretty flow

ers that filled the yards w
ith color, arom

as and pretty 
butterflies flitting about. B

ut the plants grow
n by the girl’s m

other in her garden looked strange 
and the vegetables it yielded w

ere ugly and bum
py. W

hen it cam
e tim

e for harvest, the girl’s 
m

other filled the air w
ith a w

onderful arom
a. T

he w
hole neighborhood stopped to partake of the 

delightful scent. B
efore long the neighborhood is gathering to trade their flow

ers for her soup. 
T

he book closes w
ith a list of the “ugly” C

hinese vegetables, their nam
es, pronunciations, 

im
ages, and descriptions along w

ith the recipe for the “U
gly V

egetable Soup.” 
 T
he V

egetable A
lphabet B

ook by Jerry Pallotta  
 

 
 

        B
est for ages 4-7 

Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-88106-469-6 

 A
 w

onderful blend of facts and hum
or m

ake learning about vegetable gardening fun and easy for 
children. T

he w
onderful, accurate illustrations guide children through a variety of vegetables and 

term
s from

 A
 to Z

 relating to vegetable gardening. 
 W
hat’s for L

unch, C
orn by Pam

 R
obson  

 
 

 
 

     B
est for A

ges 6-10 
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Price: $18.52 
ISB

N
: 0-516-20823-3 

 A
s w

ith the other books in this series, the colorful, high-quality photographs com
plem

ent the text 
and tell half the story. T

he book accurately depicts planting corn, corn grow
th, plant structure, 

pollination, m
echanically harvesting sw

eet corn, and processing sw
eet corn.  T

he book 
accurately portrays insect dam

age in one of the best photographs of the w
hole series, the need for 

chem
ical intervention to halt that dam

age and aerial spraying. T
he books one short com

ing is that 
the author does not understand or explain the difference betw

een sw
eet corn and field corn. It 

treats them
 as one and the sam

e and the reader should address this w
ith students. T

he book 
concludes w

ith fam
iliar foods m

ade from
 corn and an excellent glossary.     

 W
hat’s for L

unch, P
eas by C

laire L
lew

ellyn  
 

 
 

     B
est for A

ges 6-10 
Price: $18.52 
ISB

N
: 0-516-21549-3 

 T
his is one of the best books in the series. T

he colorful, high-quality photographs are excellent. 
T

he book accurately depicts planting seed through harvesting, storage, packing and processing 
peas. Included w

ith the production photos are a series of three tim
e-lapse photos of seed 

germ
ination and seedling grow

th. T
he book accurately portrays aerial spraying to control pests.  

Perhaps the best inclusions in the book are the tw
o photos of m

echanical pea harvest. A
s w

ith the 
other books in the series, an excellent glossary w

ill help build vocabulary.     
 W
hat’s for L

unch, P
otatoes by C

laire L
lew

ellyn  
 

 
 

     B
est for A

ges 6-10 
Price: $6.95 
ISB

N
: 0-516-26223-8 

 T
he colorful, high-quality photographs com

plem
ent the text and tell half the story. T

he book 
accurately depicts planting seed potatoes, potato grow

th, fields of grow
ing and harvested 

potatoes, harvesting, storage, packing and processing potatoes.  Interspersed w
ith these 

production photos are a series of “below
 the soil” photos w

hich expose tuber form
ation and 

grow
th. T

he book concludes w
ith fam

iliar and not-so-fam
iliar foods m

ade from
 and w

ith 
potatoes. A

n excellent glossary w
ill help build vocabulary.     

 
 

R
ural L

ife 
 L
iving In a R

ural A
rea by L

isa T
rum

bauer  
 

 
 

      B
est for ages 7-11 

Price: $15.93 
ISB

N
: 0-7368-3631-4 

ISB
N

13: 978-0-7368-3631-9 
 T

his is an early reader book about three sentences per page. U
nlike the other books in this series 

the vocabulary w
ords are not in bold-faced type, but a glossary in the back of the book defines 

w
ords that m

ay be unknow
n to students. T

he content is accurate and for an early reader book 
tells the story very w

ell. T
he text deals w

ith life in a rural are and includes both farm
ing and non-

farm
ing environm

ents. W
here appropriate it does identify farm

s and ranches that w
ill be found 

and the type of agriculture they represent. T
his w

ould be a good book to introduce the concept of 
rural versus urban in the early elem

entary grades.   
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Science P
rojects 

 Science w
ith P

lants by H
elen E

dom
 and Jane Felstead 

 
 

B
est for ages 7-12 

Price: $5.99 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7945-1485-3 

 B
asic science concepts are presented here in fun, hands-on activities for early elem

entary 
students. T

opics covered include seed germ
ination, w

ater transportation, transpiration, stem
 and 

leaf structure, pollination, vegetative reproduction, com
posting and basic soil structure. T

he book 
closes w

ith an excellent description of how
 our needs are m

et by plants and a soft environm
ental 

m
essage entirely appropriate for this age level. 

 Science P
rojects A

bout P
lants by R

obert G
ardener   

 
 

B
est for ages 8–14 

Price: $23.95 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-89490-952-5 

 T
he six chapters of this book each deal w

ith a separate part of the plant or process such as 
germ

ination.  W
ithin each chapter there are five to 12 different science projects that can be 

undertaken.  E
ach project details the supplies needed, concept behind the project, step by step 

instructions, and any precautions students should be aw
are of.  Illustrations for each project 

enhance the text and illum
inate the process.  

 Super Science P
rojects A

bout E
arth’s Soil and W

ater by R
obert G

ardener  B
est for ages 7–10 

Price: $23.95 
ISB

N
13: 978-0-7660-2735-0 

 Soils are an area that has lim
ited options for excellent children’s books, yet it is one of the m

ost 
im

portant topics in understanding agriculture.  T
his book is a very pleasant surprise w

ith one 
exception.  T

he text and pictures lead students to explore soil com
position, structure, capabilities 

and its relationship to w
ater and plants. T

he one area of concern is under the title “A
 Polluted 

A
quifer.”  It refers to fertilizers in the sam

e category as pesticides and infers that they are 
poisons. If this book is used that area should be addressed and students should understand that 
fertilizers are nutrients.  A

s w
ith m

any other substances if used properly they are not toxic but 
the dose m

akes the poison and can be hazardous if present w
here they should not be or in 

quantities above recom
m

ended fertilizer rates.  
 

 
Soils and Soil C

onservation 
 D
ust B

ow
l D
iary by A

nn M
arie L

ow
  

 
 

 
           B

est for ages 12-A
dult 

Price: $16.95 
ISB

N
: 0-8032-7913-2 

 T
aken from

 the diary of a young girl, this true-life account of the dust bow
l is heart w

renching.  
T

he detailed, often hum
orous account is painful in its description of the ravaged land. O

ne 
unusual insight is the description of governm

ent ineptitude and callous disregard for the dam
age 

done to hum
an life. T

he tim
eliness of that connection m

akes this era com
e to life. T

his book 
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w
ould be an excellent accom

panim
ent for classes reading the “G

rapes of W
rath” or studying the 

dust bow
l years in A

m
erican history. 

 T
he Science of Soil by Jonathan B

ocknek  
 

 
 

 
      B

est for ages 7–14 
Price: $24.67 
ISB

N
: 0-8368-2468-7 

 O
ne of the topics largely ignored in children’s books and instruction is soil. Y

et it is of utm
ost 

im
portance in the food production system

. T
his is one text that is both available and accurate.  

T
his book provides an excellent overview

 of a num
ber of soil topics. It addresses soil form

ation, 
structure, com

ponents, nutrients, and issues. It also covers soil conservation, organic farm
ing and 

non-agricultural topics such as building w
ith soil. 

 See A
lso: Super Science P

rojects A
bout E

arth’s Soil and W
ater under the category of 

Science Projects  
T
echnology 

 R
ainm

akers: A
 P
hotographic Story of C

enter P
ivots Forw

ard by C
ongressm

an T
om

 O
sborne 

Price: $34.95   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

B
est for ages 7-A

dult 
ISB

N
: 0-9765058-0-0 

 T
his book takes us on a journey that explains how

 center pivot irrigation is an im
portant tool for 

grow
ing the food on w

hich w
e depend. T

his im
portant story is presented through instructive and 

beautiful photographs m
aking the books a visual delight for even the casual reader. T

he goal of 
the book is to help all of us appreciate the history and com

plexity of center pivot irrigation and 
how

 the technology helps producers nourish our w
orld. 

 H
igh-T

ech H
arvest, A

 L
ook at G

enetically E
ngineered F

oods by E
lizabeth M

arshall 
Price: $12.00   

 
 

            
 

 
B

est for ages 14-A
dult  

 
ISB

N
: 0-531-11434-1  

 
 

 
 

 
and T

eacher R
eference 

 W
hile genetic engineering could be a very com

plex issue, this book m
akes the topic, techniques, 

and issues very understandable. T
he author has produced a text that exam

ines the issue of 
genetically engineered foods in a very objective m

anner. She does not shirk from
 exploring those 

opposed to this new
 technology nor does she criticize their opposition. A

s such, this is a great 
addition to a library or classroom

 as a resource for this topic. T
he book provides references for 

each chapter, resources for further exploration and a glossary.  
 Superfood or Superthreat: T

he Issue of G
enetically E

ngineered F
ood by K

athlyn G
ay 

Price: $31.93   
 

 
            

 
 

B
est for ages 14-A

dult  
 

ISB
N

13: 978-0-7660-2528-8   
 

 
 

 
and T

eacher R
eference 

 M
ost of the books available about biotechnology are w

ritten by activists opposed to the use of 
this technology.  T

his book is a rare exception.  T
he author has accurately presented the 

opposition’s issues against genetic engineering and then presented the opposing view
point using 

the scientific evidence refuting those claim
s.  T

his is exactly the type of book that w
e should 

include in classroom
s and libraries all across the U

nited States.  It presents the issues and facts in 
an am

azingly objective m
anner. T

his author is to be com
m

ended.   T
he book provides 

inform
ation sources, a glossary, and references for further research.  

 


